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Art. XV. — Notes Introductory to Sassanian Mint Monograms 
and Gems. With a Supplementary Notice on the Arabico- 
Pehlvi Series of Persian Coins. By Edwakd Thomas, 
Ksq., Bengal Civil Service. 

In June, 183D, I submitted to our Society a briof paper on the subject 
of the Pclilvi Legends occurring on the medals of the early Moham- 
medan conquerors of Persia. As the memoir in question was avow- 
edly left incomplete, consequent upon my return to my duties in 
India, I bavo since uniformly cherished the hopo of being able, at 
some future period, to remedy the defects and supply the deficiencies 
of my first essay. In this view, on my arrival in this country a few 
months since, I commenced collecting new materials, and rigidly 
examining my previous inferences and conclusions, trusting that I 
might eventually succeed in compiling a treatise more worthy of the 
pages of the Journal of the ltoyal Asiatic Society, than that which 
our Council had already complimented me by printing. 

I, however, again find myself necessitated to bring my studies to 
a hasty conclusion, and for a similar reason, au event which I did not 
contemplate- when I entered upon the present scheme of revision. 
Up to this moment I may say that I have done little or nothing 
towards advancing the inquiry, beyond accumulating fresh examples 
of the mouograms representing the different mint cities of the Sassa- 
nian empire, and acquiring some few further illustrative specimens of 
the local currency of the Arabs in Persia prior to a.h. 76. 

In pursuing tho general palajographic question, I have latterly 
entered more fully upon the subordinate branch, embracing llic con- 
temporaneous system of writing in use on gems, seals, &c. Of these 
relics I have met with a considerable number of specimens, sonic of 
which contribute so much of novelty and variety in their leading 
devices and associate legends, that I have thought it advisable to 
append to the numismatic details which form the more prominent 
object of this note, a concise letterpress description of the former — 
aided by engravings of the more remarkable designs—together with 
written facsimiles of the latter, transferred by the anastatic process to 
the zinc plate, reproduced as pi. II. 

f had originally some hesitation in coming before the public with 
tho half-developed results of an intricate inquiry. I have now no 
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apology to offer ; fur 1 profess only it) plaeu before those who would 
in to rost themselves in the pursuit, a curtain amount of tin published 
materials I had colloctod fur my own use, hut which circumstances 
mako it impossible for mo to take iiumcdiato advautago of. At tho 
Name timo I fool that the juueturo is |K)ouliarly auspicious for tho 
contribution of any data that will aid in tho elucidation of the 
capital question of tho ancient philology of Central Asia, which is 
now attracting such deep attention in the lcarnod world. And espe- 
cially with reforenco to tho dutibts which are being raised as to tho 
authenticity of tho Zoroastrian languages, I would point to tho signi- 
ficant fact implied iu tho extensively prevailing use of the Pehlvi 
character, as primd facie evidence of the existence and currency of 
the language itself, or of its mere dialectic modifications. 

1 would cite the universality of its influence throughout nearly the 
entire Persian empire ; its employment as tho vehicle of expression 
for the monumental records of tho kings; its uniform oilicial cur- 
rency in tho numerous mints of the Sassaniau empire, and the 
geographical definition of its boundaries from the Tigris and the 
Persian Gulf on the S.W., to Merv and Zabulistan on the N.E., as 
manifested by the legends on the Arab coins issued within or near 
those limits. 

Hut beyond this I would now exhibit its acceptance in the affairs 
of private life, as exemplified by the prevalence of its literal forms on 
the signets and seals of e very-day use. And I would claim this much 
of deduction from tho facts available, that whatever other forms of 
speech may have existed in the laud, whatever of more perfect 
systems of writing may have been known or employed, it is clear that 
(he seventeen letters uf the Pehlvi alphabet sufficed to express all that 
either official routine or ordinary business transactions required. 

From our inscriptions and coins wo can fix with precision the date 
of the currency of this style of writing, and unhesitatingly claim its 
dominance in Persia from a.i>. 22.'} to a. if. ?o\ Our new authorities, 
the gems, do not of themselves similarly define their own epoch ; but 
we may hope, by testing the forms of the alphabet, and observing 
closely other significant indications, to fix approximately their place 
iu history. 

However, beyond their Pakoographic value, these incidental 
records of past civilization possess a merit peculiarly their own, as thu 
unprepared contributions of scattered individuals, which were neither 
designed by their original owners to meet the eye of the general 
public of contemporaneous existence, nor the inquisition of inquiring 
pot ferity, — standing in this re-poet in strong contrast to tho more 
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public memorials exhibited by the current money, or the imperial 
self-laudation of the inscriptions, — here, each specimen represents the 
offering of a separate unit, of the national family, his favourite emblem 
typified in his chosen device, his name, title, hope, or creed, exem- 
plified in the legend which encircles his adopted symbol. As frhc 
aiguct of the king in its degree, these seals wcro equally of import in 
the estimation of those subordinate members of the Eastern race, in 
whoso social code their stamp implied so much. Our collection, then, 
under ono view of the seals and signets of men separated possibly by 
distance of time and place — united for us simply by ono bond — tho 
use of tho same language — cannot fail to prcscut us with ample matter 
for reflection. 

I forbear to onlargo upon the subject in its present crudo state, 
and in conclusion of these few introductory words, I would repeat, 
once for all, that in the present paper I put forth no matured solu- 
tions. I pretend to no enunciation of theories, though I offer problems 
without number to thoso who would seek to exercise their ingenuity 
in this department of Oriental arclneology. But if perchance I write 
an introduction approaching to anything like a demonstration, it is 
upon the necessity of the case, that I would in all honesty communi- 
cate all 1 have learnt to those who may use it better. 



ALPHABETS. 

I have but few remarks to add to my former observations regard- 
ing the Pchlvi Alphabets, except, indeed, to admit tho probability of 
tho letter />J being, what Mr. Norris from the first asserted it to be, 
a long (S> My former objections to accepting this identification 
were chiefly founded on tho fact that among tho three vowels, which 
were all that the ancient Pchlvi could boast of, that alphabet already 
possessed a clearly-defined t£ [O] ; and that in the manifest paucity 
of vowel-signs, so imperfect a literal scries would be unlikely to 
elaborate the nice distinction implied in the use of a second or long 
vowel tS. The Persian Cuneiform possessed but one alphabetical I; 
and tho orthographical systems of the neighbouring Semitic languages 
were alike deficient in any distinguishing power whereby to express in 
writing tho modified sounds of this vowel. 1, however, observe that 
when the Parsi dialect came to be embodied in the more copious 
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Zend alphabet, full use was made of tho two voweln J ~ ^ and 
^ = I; bosidos tho irregular employment t = £, c = e, and 
wj = 6. 1 Moreover, singular to say, tho lon# I, as fashioued in the 
Zend type cut in Germany, exactly realizes the original outline of our 
dcbatcable lapidary character. 

Accepting, then, this letter as an (£) I long, lot us for a moment 
examine how it will road in the well-defined words of tho Sassanian- 
Pclilvi Inscriptions wo are able to solect for trial. Do Sacy's much- 
discussed word rtjH , which ho interpreted as Boman, will, under 
these terms, express in modern Persian tho combination <Sjj . This 
rendering is so far fully borne out by the corresponding word iu tho 
collateral Tablet of tho Chaldajo-Pehlvi, which proves to bo literally 
identical, or v*)3, the son of (*)2l Chald. h*lius). 

The lettor in question is of pretty frequent occurronco in tho 
Bilingual Hoji-dbad Inscription ; but in the Trilingual Records at 
Naksh-i-llustam, Naksh-i-llajab, and in tho Sassanian tablots at 
Tiik-i-Bostan, it appears but rarely; generally only in the abovo- 
quoted word, and as the third letter of the word ^p, ^\ (?) 
iu tho opening passage in each legend.' 

Tho character is not found on Sassanian medals, but it is em- 
ployed, singularly enough, on tho coins of the sub-Kings of Persia of 
the Arsacidau period, and is associated iu the same term j±y with 
its fellow Sassauiau form of the letter j B, in the presence of tho 



1 The cijvX^ocflj bcm 8 represented by ^J, and the J^^sA^cflj 
being expressed by C . Seo Spiegel's Grainmatik der Pursiuprachc. Leipzig, 
11151. 

* The majority of these Inscriptions commence thus — 

which is translated in tho Greek TO I1POSUIION TOVTO ; or, in other cases, 
TOYTO TO IIPOEmiON.— See De Sacy's Mem. sur div. Ant. de In Perse; 
Kcr Porter; Rich's Babylon, &c. I may add, that tho third letter in the 
llaji-abad plaster cast is decidedly a X 

M. Louis DubeuK reads this f"0? vD/ID- -See Journal Asiatitpic, 1U-1I, 
p. 050. 
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Undoubted Chahhoo-Pohlvi characters which compose tho remainder 
oftho coin-legend ; ho Unit tho word would 800111 to have been bor- 
rowed in all its integrity of literal outline, and incorporated with 
tho foreign letters of the inscription in the sister alphabet. The 
figure -jj is to ho seen at times on the Saesauian gems, though it 
occurs as an exceptional case rather than as a lcttor of frequent 
requirement. 

Another paheographic difficulty that is still incompletely explained 
\» tho origin and progress of tho several interchanges of the associate 
letters II and L. The two extremities of tho chain of evidence which 
extends over the 401) years of tho Sassauiau domination in Persia, 
present us with a combination of contrasts. In tho one case of the 
Numismatic Alphabetical signs, tho joint symbol, which, in tho com- 
mencement, served to express both It and L, ia, in process of time, 
entirely got rid of, and a totally different character is assigned to this 
double duty. In tho second case of tho contemporaneous Lapidary 
Alphabet, wo start in tho possession of two independent letters, repre- 
senting tho different phonetic powers of 11 and L. After tho lapse of 
a little more than a century and a half, the evidence of inscriptions 
fails us; but, singular to 6ay, a lapidary character is adopted into the 
numismatic literal series, aud becomes in time tho solo repository of 
tho two sounds, one only of which it was originally competent to 
cmblcmize. 

I am not prepared to theorise upon tho causes of these changes; but 
as tho early S:issauian coins, which I have lately examined in detail 
for other objects, contribute several new items illustrative of the 
gradual transfers, I propose to sum up in 0110 brief viow all tho data 
that boar upon the question. 

No. 1. — Naksh-i-Rustam. 

2 = 1 Chald., in Artahshatr, Ariun, Mintiehatri, Bari, &e. 
% = i ) Chald., in Malka. 

No. 2. — Naksh-i-Rajab. 

2 = 1 Chald., and I' Greek, in Shahpuhari, Artahshatr, Arian ; 

and 1 Chald. only, in Bari, Miuuchatri. 
1 == *? Chald,, in MaJka. 

No. 3. — llaji-almd. 



l __ L| Chald., as in No. 2. 
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No. 4. — Kiriiiitnsliali. 

2 = R in Shah puhur, N arson i, Anhannazdi, linn. 

\ = L in Molkd. 

% = R(?) in Airau, Miutichatri. 1 

Next in order, let us trace the use of these letters on the Imperial 
Sassanian coins. 

At tho commencement of the scries a character shaped like the 
lapidary 2 did duty for both H and L. a Tho first clear) y-dofi ncd 
U 3 that wo meet with, occurs on tho reverse of a coin of Varahnin 
II. (277, 204 ad.), 4 but the ob verso legend uses the 2 throughout, in 
accordance with .previous custom; and the money of succeeding 
mouarchs equally adheres to the standard numismatic form of this 
symbol of many sounds. 

The next appearance of the 1 is ou a most interesting medal of 
Ilorniuzdas II. 8 (303 — 310 a.d.), lately brought to this country by 



1 De Sacy, Mem. sur div. Ant. ; Ker Porter, Travels; Malcolm 's Persia; 
Bor<5, Jour. Aaiat. XI. ; Dubeux, ditto, 1043 ; Itieh's Babylon, &c. 

* And also for 5 , &c. ; but I keep thcao out of sight to simplify the main 
argument. 

* Having given introductory facsimiles, 1 shall now use the typo Pohlvi i 
for L, and 2 for It. 

4 See note to mint No. 24. 

6 For facility of reference, I annex a list of the Sa&sauian monarcha — 







A.n. 






A.IK 


1. 


AruVshfr Babigau 


5{2« 


17. 


Ffrriz 


458 


o # 


Shapiir I 


240 


18. 


Vologescs 


484 


3. 


Ilorniuzdas 1 


273 


10. 


Kobad 


488 


4. 


Varahrau I *.. ... 


274 


20. 


.laiuasp 


408 


ft. 


„ 11 


277 


— 


Kobad (again) 


502 


C. 


„ III. (SvydnShdh)... 


21)4 


21. 


Khusrii I. (Noshirw&n) 


531 


7. 


Narses 


204 


22. 


Ilorniuzdas IV 


570 


«. 


Ilorniuzdas II 


303 


23. 


Vurahrau VI 


500 


0. 


Shapiir 11. (Zu'laklaf) 


310 


24. 


Khusrii 11. (Parviut) 


501 


10. 


Ardcshfr 


381 


25. 


Siroes 


028 


11. 


Shapur III 


385 


20*. 


Ardoshir 




12. 


Vnrahran IV. (Kermdn Sh&h) 


300 


27. 


J'uriiii-dokhl 




13. 


Yezdegird I 


404 


20. 


Azcrmi-dokht 




14. 


Varahrau V. (Gour) 


420 


30. 


Kcsra 




1ft. 


Yezdegird II 


440 


31. 


Forokhzad 




10. 


Ilorniuzdas III 


458 


32. 


Yezdegird III. ... killed in 


051 










Smith's Dictionary. 
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Colonel llawlinson, and now in (he British Museum. 1 Here wo see 
tho 2 = H in Auhannazdi, in company witli the A = L in Mn/ka, and 
the article L in hi IJakushan, while on other types of coins hearing 
nearly similar legend* we may remark the 2 in the king's name 
exchanged for a clearly-defined 1 . 

We have nothing very decisive to note between this epoch and 
the reign of Varahran IV. (300—404 ad.), when tho 1 has 

obviously become both 11 and L, as ig proved by its indiscriminate nse 
in Va.ni.hran, JNa/ka, Kcr[man]. 

Under Firoz its value as It is amply manifested in the name of 
Firoz and the date Arba; and its double value is again displayed in 

the Aramaic numerals on Klinsrn J.'s coins in y)f* trin, ami JUf^fO 
tofta, and the Persian )iigJjug> =-- \&&- r a&-', so also as It in 
jujj&jj As?a, and ^^-Ojuvw Auharuta/.i, on tho coins of the king, 
fourth of that name. And, to conclude tin* joint history, under tin* 
Arabs the two consonants possess but the one modified alphabetical 
sign J , which may be said to have come down to us in its almost 
integrity of outline. 

1 am desirous of noticing briefly a modification the letter 3 -— ^ 
undergoes in becoming final. I need scarcely trace the process 

upwards through the <S Fcrsian, > final of modern Pehlvi, the 

isolated » of the Arab coins (Nos. I., II., III., and IV., PI. I.), all 



(Soltl. Weight, gr. 

Obv. King's bust, facing to the right; the head ig covered with a skin 
of a lion, after the manner of Alexander the Great's coin por- 
traits ; and the whole is surmounted by what may possibly be 
intended for flames of fire, below which again, nppear the 
Sassanian fillets. 

Legend. 

Kite isd^d muroN:^ n?!3im» ^3 ian?a 

Rkv. Fire-altar, with ministering Mobeda. 
Legend. 

Above the flame of the nltnr. 
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of which are distinguished from tho initial or medial form of the letter 
in their respective series. 

Tho contrast is not so uniformly marked in tho ancient Pclilvi, 
but we liavo ample evidence to show that the system was fully recog- 
nised, and extensively taken advantage of; indcod, it may be said 
that one of the groat i in perfections of tho oarly Semitic schomes of 
writing, in which the Pohlvi participates, was tho inability to mark 
the division of words, the necessity of which is shown by the methods 
(subsequently adopted to attain this end, by means of discriminating 
forms of tho same character. Tho Pclilvi itself 6cciiih indirectly to 
have effected this object, but to a limited extent, by supplementing 
one of its own letters; which, however satisfactory to tho practised 
eyes of thoso who familiarly employed tho language, offers a very 
serious obstruction to the progress of modern students. 

Tho indication of the final j, aa I have observed it, consists 
merely in what might bo called a forward movement in writing over 
tho fixed line of characters; whereas, tho 3 initial ami medial was 
"formed by a semicircular stroko downwards in the ordinary run of 
the onward courso of the other letters. This is unquestionably tho 
case in tho most reliable monument we have to quote from — the 
plaster cast of tho Haji-ubad Sassanian Pclilvi, for which wo are 
indobted to Sir E. Stanntis, wherein tho words aro intentionally 
separated, 1 so that tho final declares itself in each instance without 
referonco to any modern reading or interpretation. On tho gems a 
similar system is adhered to, though not in such obvious uniformity ; 
but I may quoto a seemingly striking example in the opening word 
of No. 1«). 

In tho Coin Alphabets, again, we aro altogether thrown out of 
conscciitivo reasoning by the discrepancy of tho early numismatic 
writing; but in the very commencement, strango to say, somo of tho 
fiual 3*s partake of tho outline of modern days 2 ; whilo others 
exemplify the over-hand style wo arc now remarking upon. 3 Again, 
when lapidary letters begin to appear on tho coinago of tho country, 
wo once more recognise the influence of the system, which continues 
with more or less absolutism, and always liable to provincial variations, 
until after tho reign of Fir6z, subsequent to which wo merge easily 
into the modern practice. 

1 Aa examples, I cite the finals in Sliahpuliurf, Bags, • I'tlpeki ; tlio initials 
and medial* in Maz<li»n, /ran, &e. 

• Coins of Ardcsliir. Lnngptfrier, I. 3. Rev. in J^JUIJI . 

• Ibid. I. 2. 
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As the comparulivc alphabet of this l'ehlvi fount luis been inserted in n different 
volume of the Journal of the Uoynl Asintie Society to that in which the prrscnt 
paper is about to appear, I reprint the entire list of characters, for facility of 
reference; taking the opportunity of (unending any errors or omissions discovered 
since the first impression. 

Mookun Peiii/vi. 
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12 
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13 
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V_f 


(i 


:\ 
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II 
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KM 


10 
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A 

,5 
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1) 


17 
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11 


ltf 


JU 


Jb 


II 
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J> 
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<s 


Y 





J» or-(j 


U* 
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20 


GU 


c- 


Cll 


10 


~tt 


u~ 


Sll 


21 


e> 


c-> 


I* 


It 


t 


£ 


Gil 


22 


AM 


tfl 


Al 
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-F J 
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Z 




12 
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W, or s 
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.35 
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Sll 




13 


<l. 


, OH 
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H 


t_ 


£ 




Gil 
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11 

>T7NI>S. 


o 


,_, or 


Li- i 
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•HT 


1! 
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■V 


r* 




! o 
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• y ,_,l mid _ 
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KJ 
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(yj 
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^J 
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NUMERALS. 

The table of numbers, given at p. 276, (vol. XII.) of my previous 
paper, has been tested and verified as far as the moans within my 
reach have admitted. . The readings of the Aramaic unit numbers 
are fully confirmed, as are those of the various Persian numbers 
already quoted. I have, however, some variants to notice. 

The unit prefixes to the tens, twenties, &c, are pretty constant 
in the following: — 




.4> = 8 



But these aro all liable to abbreviation, by tho rejoctiou of ono 
or more of their concluding letters, in their conjunction with tho 
decimal term. So that wo have 

NJf*yj» = c^il-Ai*u~ = 73 



Wc have also an Eastern provincial variant in the form of 
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The number sixteen I find expressed by ^g^O — »v ~ ns 
well ng by mjqakjq ^_ gyjLi . This so far differs from the 
Sassanian 

■AO^-g-K) - A a ^ =- W 

and the uniform J^Z, prefix, under Aral) treatment* 

The unit, nhw, in combination, presents itself under many forms, 
varying from gjj -= j y } f *) = rf , H = y, *|f - «y 
to tlic ^J| — U of tbc later Arab governors. 

I have already remarked that it was the occasional practice to 
to introduce a \ ~~ ^ to connect the unit and the decimal, as 

The abbreviation of the entire date is again often effected by the 
omission of the commencement of the word expressing the decimal 
number. This should not, under ordinary circumstances, create much 
difficulty; but the combinations at times arc sufficiently perplexing, 
when tlio introductory unit happens to be imperfectly defined. 



SASSANIAN MINTS. 



In introducing the following list of the Sassanian mint-monograms, 
which in effect amounts to little more than a bare alphabetical enume- 
ration of their component letters, I have a few remarks to offer iu 
further explanation of the limited results 1 have confined myself to. 

I have elsewhere stated some of the obstacles attending any 
endeavour satisfactorily to appropriate these mint marks, and effec- 
tively to solve the enigma presented iu the abbreviation of tho full 
name into the Nyllablo which formed its commencement; but it would 
seem as if the deeper we advanced in the study, the less assured we 
felt of our most elaborate demonstrations. 

Wc have in effect to combat step by step the difficulties inherent 
in an una-scertained nomenclature; an indeterminate ami often inter- 
vol. xm. 2 C 
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changeable orthography ; the imperfection of the a I phabet employ ed; 
and, lastly, tho abbreviation, which adds so materially to tho existing 
incortitudo in leaving tho given letters applicahlo to many different 
places whoso names had an initial sound in common. 

1 am awaro that 1 might have suggested many identifications that 
might havo homo tho light, and stood the test of present criticism, 
merely because- there was nothing to bo said against them ; hut I 
should myself he hut little satisfied with this mere conjectural appro- 
priation ; and therofore prefer putting forth my materials almost 
nneoiiimcntcd upon, rather than waste lime — whore 1 had nothing 
nioro to show — in the mere mechanical process of assigning to each 
monogram parallel initial letters from tho geographical lists of Oriental 
authors. 

An examination of tho series of the coins of the Sassanian dynasty, 
shows us that the kings of that race did not commence to distinguish 
their local coinages by tho inscription of the names of tho different 
mints, until tho roign of Ilormuzdas II. (303-310 a.i>.) 

At this time, the practice seems to have been but partially fol- 
lowed; and it is only with Varahran IV. (390-404 a.d.) that tho 
custom became general, and, with his successor Yezdogird I., foil into 
the routine, subsequently followed throughout in the kingdom up to 
the date of tho Arab supercessiou of the fire-worship coinage, in 
a. ii. 70. 

With the last-named monarch only, did these records settle them- 
selves into tho particular position on the coin, to the right of tho 
device, which subsequently became their recognised receptacle. For 
somo time after tho establishment of this modification, the corres- 
ponding space to the extreme left of the field continued to be appro- 
printed generally to the repetition of the naiuo of the king; and it is 
only with Fir6z that a new improvement is introduced by assigning 
this comer to tho exhibition of the date of tho year of issue. As these 
dates, howovor, havo reference merely to the year of tho reign of tho 
monarch on whose money they are impressed, they but littlo advan- 
tage tlve historian, though thoy offer us certain minor point a of 
interest, which I need not here enlarge upon. 
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OPiOORAHirOAL UKFKIIKNCKS.— rRHLVI MINTS. 

No. 1. j^y r - &\ — \jb1 Uvt'jitr. — This iiiint-mark 1 occur* on 
a niiiglc coin, similar to that figured as No. 4, JM. IX. in M. <lo 
Longperier's "Essai sur lcs Mi<lailloe <lcs Uoih Vermin."* 

1 In onlcr to avoid repetition in future references, I cite in full in thin place 
the editions of the various geographical works I .am likely to quote in the course 
of my examination of ilio Saftsanian mints. 

1. Liber Clinmtum, nuetore Scheicho Abu-Ishako cl-Farosi, vulgo Rl- 
Issthachrl. Facsimile Arabic text. ,?. II. Mocllcr. Gothtc, IIKW. 

2. Geographic d'F.drisi, par P. Amdde'e .laubert. Paris, UKIfi. 

!l. Y A Kim's Lexicon Gcographicum, cm titulns est c^Ub^t *X*?1%^«* 
e duohus Codiribus MRS. Arabioc edition. Ed. T. G. .1. Juynboll, Lugdtini 
llatavorum. 1H52. (In course of publication). 

4. Ei.-Caxwini'b Kosmographie i< ^jl5 A~h\ e_\jl:£ *. Aj&* Ferdinand 

YVUstonfcld, Gottingen, 11147-9. 

ft. Geographic d'Aboulfe*da. Texte Arabe. Par MM. Reiuaud et Dc Slane. 
Paris, 1B40. 

2 I am not disposed to concur in M. tie L.'s assignment of thin medal to 
Feroz. I dissent both on simple numismatic typical grounds, and on the still 
more decisive argument, of interpretation of legends. The former question need 
not detain us here ; but as regards the latter, I may observe that the supposed 
name on the reverse is not susceptible, even from the specimen described, of 

transcription as Feroz: it might possibly be made into ,*JJL* or »*]L yj 5 but 
these would l>e scarcely satisfactory readings. 

We have four specimens of this type of coin in the ftritish Museum : the 
obverse triliteral legend is seemingly uniform in all, and may be represented in 
modern character by J**£ • The Reverses arc as follows — 
p)|» 2. 



41) Mint No. 40. 

«&1* 3. 



Y> Mint No. H. 



J^y Mint No. K). 



1) 

juy Mint No. I. 

The two latter examples probably give tin* correct orthography of the Paris 
medal, though the outline given in tho Plate might answer for )>'(* . I myself 
should be disposed to render the doubtful word ns 

but that I am aware I have no justification for taking any such liberty with my 
materials, ns in this case the French engraving, ami what remains of the penul- 
timate letter on the third specimen now quoted, equally eon firm the value of that 
character as A —-.■ % »J. 

2 C 2 
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No. 2. in == u-jl , possibly j35 =- , KM$ . Common. 

No. 3. )^ « JhJ>l, &c. — I havo mot with only two 

examples of this monogram : one is to bo found on a coin of llor- 

muzdas TV., in the possession of N. Bland, Esq.; the other on n 

Khusrii II., dated An 4, in the Biblioth£quo Nationale, Paris. See 

•Arab Mints p, q, r, infra. 

No. 4. ftj = ^ » t \ or t A , \ . — I distinguish this monogram 
from the (*jj = «J^<a* of No. 27, in virtue of the two very clear 
examples I havo transcribed in the plate. They occur, the one on a 
coin of Firoz, in Mr. Bland's cabinet; the other on a coin of Kobrid, 
iu the same collection ; and thoy oiler the sole instances I am able to 
quote of these letters being found inscribed in the space on the reverse, 
at this period uniformly assigned to mint records. The combined 
letters appear constantly on tho earlier coins of Varahran IV. and 
Vezdegird I., as abbreviation of tho word £J\{fJ HVU*, 1 which 
itself, as well as its trilitcral representative \fc? and still more 
curtailed form {Qf , frequently occupies a place to tho left of the 
area, subsequently formally appropriated to tho reception of tho 
name of the mint city. 

There are, however, decided objections to admitting that the 
word J*)f£/ itself was used on theso occasions to indicate any site 
of coina/;'?, as it takes the place held by tho word A^IIJ = WTD 
[ Ar. o*^L> Per. (j-^UJ, 2 on tho earliest tiro-worship coins, and 
replaces the word ^pdjAJu) = tiv^K 8 in the same position, above 
the altar, on that type of Varahran IVth coins which revert to tho 
original reverse design of Ardeshir Bahck's medals, 4 where the tire- 
altar stands alone, unsupported by the usual ministering Mobeda. 
Add to this, on the common coins of Yezdegird If. Atari is 
inscribed on tho cxtremo left of the reverse, behind the figure of the 



j&\ or jj\ Fire. 

Ferluuigd-Jcliangiri, jJil> s^Cijl ^^L* 
• Mordtniami wishes to rend this word ns , " *^\ C— SUum*. (|>. IHI. ) 
« Longptfrier, Plates I. and 1 1. Mordtiimiin, loco eit. p. HU. 
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Mohed, ill tlio space hitherto invariably ilovotctl to the exhibition of 
the tiamo of the king; here again it alternates with the term 
^)|' (*3"U) or ^n ODW, and the proper name (&f3>Sxl --= uJiVjJ 
while tho peculiar mint space in the two former instance* encloses 
the letters ju, or tho mint-mark numbered 8 in the Plate. Ami. 
lastly, on tho ordinary coius of Varahran IV., where the abbre- 
viations fty or j(jj» arc placed to the right of the altar and of the 
(supporting figure; or as the legends read in the last line, on the 
reverse, we find the mint monograms j^ai No. f>, J *iud '4 No. 32, 
inserted in other parts of the field. 

No. 5. ^jjh - : - ^ . 

No. 0. 4-u -- ; e\ . — This monogram is unique on a coin of 
Horuiuzdas IV., dated Ann. 12. If the single specimen has given us 
the correct form of tho concluding character, wo have here the 
solitary instance yet discovered of the use of the letter ^_= £ in 
tho old Pohlvi of coins, gems, or inscriptions. 

No. 7. j** — - *\ • — This example also stands alone, and has 
been met with only on a coin of Khusru I., Ann 37, of the Masson 
collection. 

No. 8. w = J. — I discriminate this mint from that classed 
under No. 9, with which it might possibly be associated as 
an abbreviation, because 1 have, on the one part, undoubted 
evidence of the value of the initial as a Sassanian ju = N, 1, as it 
occurs under its normal form in the mint monogram on coins of 
Yezdegird II., in the presence of several Pchlvi ju's ~ P!> £» which 
exhibit the usual distinguishing outline of that character, in other 
parts of the legends on the same piece. On the other hand, I have 
corresponding data to prove that the initial in No. is an m = H> 4>* 
in opposition to ai ~ N, 1, as may be seen from the facsimile of this 
mint-mark engraved in PI. II. fig. 10, Vol. XI 1. J. R. A. S. 

1 Wilson, At. Ant., VI xiv. la. 
8 Ungperui, PI. VIII. fig. I. 
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. I observe on one of Yc»lcgird the First's coins, iti the East India 
House Musoum, an example of the mint-mark w , with the additional 
letter ss = & t which succeeds the | in a consecutive lino to the 
left of the flame on the altar. Tho third facsimile, figured under No. 
.8, had already led me to expect to discover a more complete expres- 
sion of the name than was afforded by the first or second outlines 
•jiven under tho same heading; and now, rejecting the reading afforded 
by tho imperfectly-preserved final of tho first named monogram, I 
am prepared to adopt tho transcription of the three characters an 
*¥* — - ifcj — the exact orthography of the commencement of the 
frequent royal name of Hormuzdas J4££).tiy» = HIOIHW, and the 
representative, we may suppose, of some of the towns re-edified by, 
and named after, their kingly patron. 

No. J). f*yj = £yt> . From the very first inquiry on tho sub- 
ject, I was incliuod to identify this mint monogram as the mark of tho 
capital of Kliuzistau. At tho time of the publication of my first Essay 
on Pclilvi Coins, I had but littlo ovidenco to offer in support of iny 
theory; and being anxious to avoid needless conjecture, I omitted 
all hint of tho possible appropriation of the name I am now in a 
better position to illustrate the question, and still more confirmed in 
my first impression. To state tho case broadly, I now read (*y* as 
0^4>, Arabic llrtth, Persian JIfls, for jyfr, hodie >^> tno capital 
of (^U^j^. 1 

» Hyde clu Relit*. Vet. I»era., cap :J5, p. 415.—" At quoad Elami ipsius scdem, 
ea apud Bar ttahlul statuitur in rcgione Ahuaz, quio oat Elvniaia: jUa^l^L 
^>o\fc \ , Warn est regio Ahwfix, quiu in I'erBoruui lihris est •.*;£, Stepltauo 
K»ir«3TM», Herodoto Kmtzhu sou Kla-7toi. Ideoque, vcl Elmu, vel aliquis alius 
habuit lilium aut nepotem a quo ista regio sic denominata fuit. Gen. xxii. 21 
nmnoratur PH Nachoris (Abrahami fratris) Hlius, qui vidctur postea fixisso 
eedem in Elymaido, ibi rcliqiiens sui nominia tirbem CUiU i quiu nunc extat ; undo 
Iota regie liodie in libris noniinatur ^Iw^-L , Chuzistan, seii Cossteorum 
regie, Iste ChiU fuit ex Arpacsliadi prosapin, Feu seris iiepotibus, in suecodento 
generatiouo 8 V \ Is nutem alias, tain a suis, qiihm a viciuia gentibus, dictns est 
JOCTI Huz (sc. j*£)> undo supiadicta urbs ad hodiernuni diem in plurali forma 
ntqioilatur jl^iM* Nam Abayiiis iaii populi vocantur }.*)001 liuzdyo, liuza.i, 
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The interchange of the Pehlvi yu. = ^ and tlio Sanscrit 
"^J or "q, has licoii suHicicntly proved by Hawliuson, x. Of), &c, 
which will itself account for tlio Greek uu?ma \VJXlf u~y» l 
(It. xi. 88), and gives us in our Pclilvi Mini-mark, the correct initial 
of the local orthography of the capital of Susiaua. It remains to 
decide upon the applicability of f* to represent the true phonetic 
value of the concluding consonant of the old name. That tin -re was 
much uncertainty in the method of writing this final, as well perhaps 
as in pronouncing it, among the proximate tribes, is proved by the 
variants still extant, as "Uraj" (Cuneiform ^1( ■= J — 11., xi. 87), 
ic JIuz" (II., ibid, uoto 3 ), "j>^*" p^Juw^^' 

1 have then to justify the reading of f* - o, strictly Cj , as a 
sound approximate to ^ •> g- or <j~ . As an example peculiarly 

applicable, I cite the word Cj^j Arabic, "Mens cousistcna arena 
molli" (Frcytag), which gives the true orthography of Bin in Hirs- 
i-Nimrud (Borsippa). 2 Here we have the Arabic th distinctly 
enunciated and passed into use with the proper Persian mode of 
pronunciation, as S; may we not therefore, justly assume a similar 
vulgar uso of the (* = £, in the instance under review? 

Since the above was actually in type, the illustrative plate duly 
transferred, and all presently available evidence collated, a handful 
of Sassanian coins, — rejected duplicates from the collection of Colonel 
Kawlinson, — has been sent to mo for examination. Singular to say, 
among the number I find one, which, if I mistake not, bears a modified 
form of the identical mint-monogram we are now occupied upon. The 
discovery is important, as, assuming the new monogram to represent 
the place of coinage, elsewhere expressed by *£ , w « have a variant 

et rcgio ipsa (qua> Cliuzintnn) est 1*1001 AjuO Holli-iru/jWo, locus Mtizttwrum." 

ct hodife dicunttir Chuz<ri, hoh, ut Apsyrti Hcrihuut, ffuztei. Inta vnt url»8 

quro in SS. BibliiB vocatur ]\*)X Goxan, minus recti, pro Pcrnioo / . \1- ^ • 

Abulfcda, t v U • OuhcI( 7, 2, 72. Kaivliiison, pp. «7, xi. J. R. A. S. 
1 OttsirU y, pp. T.\ y 7<>. 
* Hawliuson, xii. 4CiO. 
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in the orthography, proving the applicability of the very articulation 
I was contending for. Certain it is that the facsitnilo I now give 
[ciaj] reads most distinctly ~^4>, r^ y or J***> otherwise \y* : 
whether it shall eventually be classed as a variant of the leading 
mint-sign under consideration, or whether it may claim an indepen- 
dent identity, is a matter I leave for future determination; but for 
the present I advocate the former opinion. 

Nos. 10 and 11. J^y = &\; "Vjvy = Q\. — I am inclined 
to class these two monograms under one and the same head, looking 
ujmii No. 10 as the older sign, which 1 find only on the coins of 
Firoz and Kobad: whereas No. 11 appears first on the money of 
Khusru I., and is thereafter constant under its triliteral form. 

Nos. 12 and 13, jui ^= g\; Jjui -= ^A ; and yu)ju> = ^JjjS* 
may, I think, likewise bo associated under ono heading; tho two 
latter being apparently optional elongations of the original jw, which 
is first seen on the money of Varahran V. 

No. 14. -AJJ) = Ixj . — This monogram represents a mint who.se 

locale I am specially anxious to identify. As yet I am by no means 
satisfied with my attempts in that direction; but such information as 
1 have, I put forth with all its imperfection. It has been attempted 
to fix this monogram as the index of the city of Babylon — the obvious 
reading naturally tempted fhe notion; but we have a corrective to 
hasly guessing in the records on tho coins of our Arab governors, 
which, taken in connexion with the historical daia indicating the 
circle of government held by each, properly circumscribe tho geogra- 
phical limits beyond whieh we must not stray iu search of a fitting 
local correspondent for our coin -endorsed mints. 

The combination _ ju|} , in its more modern form, occurs on the 
coins of two governors only in tho entire Arabico-Pehlvi series — 
those of Selim bin Ziiid and Abdullah bin JlnVnu: the former, it is 
true, seems to have possessed at times certain westerly provinces. 
Abdallah bin Ilazim's association, as an independent ruler, was 
simply with the eastern division of tho empire of the Khalifs, and it 
is on this side alone, therefore, that we must look for any mint he 
inscribes on his coins. The first facsimile given under No. 14 repre- 
sents the outline the mint mark displays on its first appearance in its 
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present form on a coin of Feroz. The sketch of tlic second example 
is taken from the money of Selim bin Zhid; and the third figure, 
which I doubtingly place in the same category, obtains on the earlier 
medals of Varahnin IV. and Yczdegird I. 

I was at one time inclined to look upon the monogram as repre- 
senting the Pehlvi word Iaj , l and, as such, to connect it with the 

Arabic \ >L> a »d to expect to find that it referred to some frontier 

"city of a pass;" such a syslom of nomenclature being common 
enough at no great distauco to the westward. I then tested the 
question as to whether the combination should bo read as *aj ; and 
previous to my discovery of the undoubted I final on the earlier 
medals of tho Sassanians, I was disposed to adopt tho city of (jj>y 
otherwise **>^> 2 «™ the town indicated by this perplexing mint- 
mark. I have for the present, however, arrived at a much less 
interesting conclusion, namely, that the monogram expresses the 
name of a mere suburb or quarter of the city of Mcrv, of whose own 



Ferhang-i-Jehangiri, Pclilvi Vocabulary. 
»SX?j\± Cl*j\£ l^l ^ j ^^aa^Lj 1$Ika>13 ^ Z\jA s\y^ 

<_>j** I^j rkP* S-aC ^.a^ ^L XA>ariL & J.A3 ^ XXbL^Jl 

Ahulfcda, r , °r' 
« » » * J3 un is one of the towns of llazjjheca. • • • 'j'hc anther of 
thin work says further : for Boun they write Helmut likewise, with two single ba % s f 
tho first with a futteh, and the Bccond sakin ; and he adds, this is a city in 
Dazghees, near the said Baineeyun/* 

See also Mcrasid-ul-Itteht, in voce , ^lj ; and Istakhri, p. 112: 
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proper mint-produco wo have already so abundant a supply. I base 
my conclusion to this effect upon the following passago from the 
Murrfsid-ul-lttilrf : — 

I must not close this noto without adding, that if the first and 
second examples given among the facsimiles under No. 14 are to he 
disconnected from tho third form, now doubtiugly classed with them, 
it will he necessary to seek for an independent site for tho city repre- 
sented by tho monogram last in order. 

In this case, the letters composing this mint index must he 
examined under their own separate configurations, and we must 
inquire whether they may not hear a different interpretation to that 
obviously pertaining to the better defined characters of the more 
modern ajj t . A reference to tho earlier Sassauiaii coins of Varahran 
V. and Yezdegird I., whereon the third outline ehiolly occurs, discloses 
the fact that the opening letters of tho word *^t = *;Q = .X.ji 
which is constant in tho principal legend on the obverse, are identical, 
under their imperfect expression, with tho two characters which 
commenco the mint- monogram. I notice more prominoutly this pal- 
pable degradation of tho old Pchlvi letter l „ f. as it is a literal sign 
that is subsequently lost sight of, — so completely indeed, that Its very 
existence has been questioned. 

If tho incomplete fashioning of tho ono letter of ascertained value 
in a word on a given piece, is to be taken as a test of the functions 
pertaining to a similarly designed character in another part of 
tho medal, the mint-mark in question might possibly he rendered 

«*OJ = lXL» ; but I must confess myself unprepared to adopt this 
orthography. 

No. 15 exhibits under one number three apparent varieties of the 
same monogram, though wo may possibly find reason to separate the 
concluding form from its two associates. The sign placed third in 
the present order I judged to stand as an abbreviation of the name of 
Uusrali*; but if I am to recognise tho identity of the three mint- 
marks now quoted, I must abandon this position indefinitely, inasmuch 
as tho two leading outlines occur soverally on monies of Khusru I. 

1 L ^ \{Aj cfLU 

• Journal Uoyal Aaiutic Socioly, XII. 327. 
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and Hormuzdas J V., both of whom, as wo know, died many yean* 
before even t.lio foundations of the A nib city were laid. Supposing 
these two leading signs, however, to represent a different mint, let us 
examine the claims of the third and similar figures to symbolize the 
mint of I3usrah. The example in question is found upon a piece 
which hns not hitherto been described, and which presents us with 
certain peculiarities in the affiliating nauio which reads Yeskenl 

'^^ = ^j^JSJ^.^ » as distinguished from the old style of 
*3 = /VOIP, or the orthography in use elsewhere during the 
Arab period, of f^^j = CL^j 1 - Tlie coin purports to have 
been minted in the year 1i) («*0(2JJ - a^jjj), u.ntl is totally defi- 
cient in the usual z\\\ ^ or any sign of Moslem intervention; 
but this need not deter us from accepting it as an issue under Arab 
auspices. If there is nothing positive, there is equally nothing 
negative, upon the point; and if other arguments should hereafter 
lead us to admit that the two characters which composo the doubtful 
monogram were designed to express the initial letters of the name of 
Busrah, wo may very reasonably adjudge this piece to have been 
coined in the mint of the southern metropolis, under the government 
of Abu-Mousa-al-Ashgari. The next occasion upon which this inint- 
nuirk is met with is on the coins of Abdulrahman, a.ii. ,02, whose 
legends arc figured under No. XVI. PI. III., Vol. XII. p. 340, Jour. 
HI. As. Soc, and fig I. PI. I. accompanying. In this position it leads 
us very naturally to the more fully developed name that obtains 
uniformly in and after the year 5/5 a.ii., 2 from which date *i)(pj 
is engraved in all legible completeness. 

No. 16. £\ \j . — Wo do not meet with this monogram pre- 
vious to the reign of Khusrrt I. I am not altogether satisfied that 
the initial letter is a __J ; but judging from the best outlines I am 
able to refer to, this letter represents the preferable reading, though 
in the parallel case of No. 24, whose early formation proves its later 
alphabetical value, the most modern examples of tho initial It assi- 
milate closely to the expression given to many specimens of the 
opening character of the mint under notice. 

Supposing the value of the H to be admitted, the city indicated 

1 Journal Roytil Asiatic Society, XII. \k 21M. 
* Coin of Ziri.l, No. 0, |>. 2HH, Vol. XII., ct stv/. 



394 NOTES ON TUB 

might possibly be associated with tho Sassauiau 1 t^^ (L*i)> only that 

we <lo not well know when tho town lout its ancient name of 

Kaincshusan (/ . ^LAi**l.) j otherwise, tho iutorehango of tho 
second consonant would matter but little. 

No. 17. Jj = y> . — I have seen but one specimen of the mono- 
gram copied under No. 17, and that occurs on a rudely -fashioned, 
deeply-impressed coiu of Varahruu V., with a re verso similur to 
thoHO figured by M. do Longperier u« VI 11. 5, IX. 5. 

The letters which compose tho other legends of the coin, though 
coarse, are sufficiently intelligible. On the obverso may bo read 



x$G ^»)J, _ \0^ ^ 



[ J* 

On the reverse 1 



1 *J5 Varahvxux. 



1 may remark, with a view to settle definitively the value of the 
second letter of the mint-mark, thut it corresponds in form with the 
opening character of the king's name on tho obverse : the reverse 
| = 3 is net so perfectly preserved. 

No. 18. ^Jj = ji^ for Boiza. I have had no reason to 
modify my first interpretation of this mint-mark. 

No. J ,9. )q ~ j , s ^, Sec. — It has been proposed to read 
these letters as conveying the commencement of the word Pars (Persia 
Proper). There is, however, a fatal objection to this conclusion, in 
in the fact that, whatever irregularities in orthographical expression 
may have obtained in Pehlvi, in tho interchange of approximately 
hoiiiophoiious consonants, it was not tho custom to omit the vowels, 
which performed far too important a function to bo dispensed with at 
will. Now Persia is uniformly written in its own languages with a 
loug A, 9 as (Cuneiform) Pdrsa* (Pehlvi) ^)ju0 , (Persian) ^.L; 
and in no case of abbreviation of names or mint-indices have 1 

» Abulfedn, p. pp* . Mohl, Mojmol Al Tawdrikli, Jour. Asiat. XI. 333. 
* The Pehlvi M is really a, as the Zend -U> ia di in the former alphabet. 
3 Ituwlmsoii, X. 111). 



PFJITiVl COINS, OBMS, ETC. 395 

observed any process oilier than what might be called a rejection 
upwards of an indeterminate number of letters, the commencement of 
the word in each caso being scrupulously preserved in all its original 
integrity. 

No. 20. ao = ta (Darabgerd). — I adhere most unreservedly 
to my first identification of this mint city: it appears as early as the 
reign of Fcroz among the list of Sassanian mints, and, to judge by 
the specimens extant, must have contributed freely to the currency of 
the kingdom. 

No, 21. )j ~ J* or j* • — r ^ n ' s mm ^ mus t' ,,ot ho confounded 

with the )a = y T of No. 32. It occurs too often, and with too 

great distinctness of outline, to leave a doubt about the correct deci- 
pherment : its application to any fixed locality is a <|Ucstion for the 
future. 

No. 22. yop^ = / . Aajs or , , ^^ . — This word occurs but 
twice in the entire Sassanian scries. It occupies the section of the 
coin at this time permanently devoted to the reception of the mint- 
monogram, and is to be seen only on two coins of Kobsul, now in the 
British Museum. 

No. 23. jv) == - U • — This is a very rare monogram. I havo 
observed only two instances of its use, on the coins of Hormuzdas IV. 
and Khusru II. respectively. 

I have already (XII. 328) suggested its applicability to Ram 
Hormuz, or any of the " Rests" of olden days. I may add that 
^A^j\ Sj*ojfr*]j waa specially abbreviated into y,^ . 

No. 24. $) ~ iXl • — The true form and intent of the initial iu 
this monogram are fortunately proved for us by the early specimens of 
its outline still extant, which, as has been already remarked (XII. 
278), in their more exact adherence to the recognised literal forms 
of the Rock Alphabets, afford us very valuable tests of the correctness 
of the interpretations proposed for the later examples of the same 
sign expressed in modified and less accurately defined characters. 
I imagine I am able to detect still earlier examples of the associate 

• Mojmol Al Tnw.triklt, Jour Asint. VII. 27-1. 
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characters of this mint-murk than thoso I liavo copied in tlio phi to, 
which) if their identity he sustained,, will contrihute enlarged means 
for the verification of the name of the mint-city, hy supplying ua with 
an additional or third letter. 

On a coin of Varahnin V. I observe the letters 33) = ^jj 

inscribed on that portion of the reverse field, to the left of the altar- 
flame, where wo have already seou so many monograms of other 
cities inserted, previous to the special appropriation of the space on 
the extreme right to the reception of these records. 

Ascending still higher in the scale of dates, we find on the reverso 
of a now medal of Varahran II., of the typo figured by M. de Jjong- 
poricr as IV. 4, the following legend — 

1 isolate the word or name of <^jj in this legend, not only 
because it agrees with the sanio triiiteral word on Varahran V.s 
coin, but for a reason I am much prepared to rely on in certain cases, 
though I confess to its being an argument as yet unconceded, viz., 
that the j preceding and the ^ concluding the word are both shaped 
as finals. 1 

I have called attention in another place to the peculiarity dis 
played by this coin in offering the first known instance of tho 
numismatic use of the heretofore strictly lapidary character 1 , to 
which, in this ease, 1 assign, as the preferable rendering, the sound 
of L. 

No. 25. p) = yjj or y*\ represents one of tho most prolific 
mints of tho Sassano-Pcrsian einpiro: from the reign of Fhoz to the 
extinction of the dynasty its forms recur with sufficient frequency, 
and are marked in their onward progress by the alphabetical modifi- 
cations indicated in the order of tho four examples reproduced in tho 
plate. 

No. 20. ,£^~ £}\* i5*j9 * *3\ ' — * ' ,ave * ,llt one or| g' m ^ 

from which to quote this mint-mark — an undated coin of Khtisru 
Parviz. 

1 See also Gent f>«#, infra, and note on Alphabets, p. ^7!>. 
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No 27. f*jw -- v-11<av . — Tito mini indicated by the initial 
letters #SVr/ claims our interest under the double aspect of ilic iiiiiform 
succession of its issues from the days of Firoz to the A nib conquest, 
ami its retention as a place of coinage by the Mohaininadans after 
their acquisition of the country. 

Its produce bears record of the Khihifat of " the servant of God" 
(Ynid)* in a.m. (>3; and subsequently, under tho mintages of the years 
<>!) and 70, intimates to us that Auniar-i-Obcidullah presided over its 
administration. 1 

No. 28. -v^i -'-. f <w . - The single specimen of this monogram, 
which I have copied uudor No. 28, is in scarcely a suflieieiit state of 
preservation to authorize mo to separate it definitively from the 
original of the facsimile of No. ? ; but the inclination of the lines of 
the leading letter, still visible, give it a decided appearance of an 33 . 

No. 29. ija -.r . — I refrain from making any extended 
remarks upon this mint, as I am not quite satisfied with the reading; 
still I feel hound to aflirin the correctness of my own copies from the 
originals; but, as has been repeatedly noticed, the similitude of the 
forms of At and 35 is one of the real difficulties of the later numis- 
matic Pehlvi, when it is necessary to discriminate, not the actual 
semblance, but the original intent, for the due expression of which 
the imperfect knowledge or careless execution of the die-sinker has 
proved insufficient. 2 

1 As purely conjectural reading*, a choice of Sad llormuz, Sad Itahincn -both 
names of revenue divisions under the Arabs— might be suggested (see Asiatic 
Journal, 183!!). 

« Should J3 (S) prove the correct letter, it might be a question whether the 
monogram could not claim to represent (-y' M y* M • Tabari distinguishes this 
city very plainly in the following passages — 

MS., lfc>yal Asiatic Society, !W. ^ y>JjSj y j j V*Sl 
Abulfeda, Y"\*f' lstakhrf. Tab. VIII. No. 5f>. 
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No. 30. 3***h = csCJ« — 1 have little hesitation in attributing 
this mint-mark to tho ancient "Shiz," tho Atropatenian Ecbatana 
(Canzaca), tho Sassaniau capital of Azerbijnn, and now Takht-i- 
Soloiman. Major ltawlinson, in his admirable paper on tho identifi- 
cation of this city, 1 has entcrod so elaborately into tho geographical 
question, aud so thoroughly exhausted all that Oriental authors have 
contributed towards our knowledge, that nothing remains to be said 
on those points. I have merely to trace tho numismatic progress of 
tho monetary 6ign of tho once great capital of Media. 

Tho earliest appearance of this mint-mark is on a coin of Varahran 
1 V'., whose money, as J have previously remarked, first introduces us 
to tho practice of inscribing on the piece a record of its place of 
mintage. On this occasion we find tho namo of the mint-city ex- 
pressed in its full integrity. The two letters j^j = ^i, which 
subsequently bocomo tho standard mint-monogram, are placed to the 
left of tho flumo which surmounts tho altar; and to the right of the 
lire, or in what would constitute a lower and succeeding lino in the 
order of reading, are figured the concluding letters $£ = ts\ . 
I should have hesitated somewhat in joining together these separate 
portions of tho name, had I not a most apposite instance on tho coinago 
of the king next on tho list, which scorns fully to authorize the 
association. Tho engraving of the coin of Yezdegird J., in M. de 
Longperier's Plato VII. fig. 2, exhibits a precisely similar division of 
the monogram I have classed as tho third outline of No. 14, in tho 
detail of Sassaniau mints: here wo find the two B's [ IU] to tho 

left of the flame, and the succeeding A fju] to tho right of that 
object. 

The monogram j^j is first seen occupying its proper position — 
in tho portion of the reverse field permanently appropriated to tho 
reception of tho namo of tho mint —on a medal of Feroz : henceforth 
it becomes sufficiently common on Sassaniau money; and, finally, it 
is met with on coins apparently of tho Arab period, or thoso bearing 
tho name of ^jyjapi and having the word Jfy — ^vxe inscribed 
on the margin, of which mintage wc have specimens bearing tho 
several dates of 18—25, 20, 27—31, 32, &c 

No. 31. Mj = % (From a coin of Kobad~-#. Bland, Esq.).— 
1 should have had some reserve in quoting this unique initial-syllable, 

1 Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, Vol. X, HMO. 
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as distinguished from the coimnon form of m$ = Jj y had I not met 
with two instances of its use, at tho comiticncemcnt of a nanto(?), 
which roads in full J^4i4 = <g'^* ® n ^ no ^ rfi t occasion, tho 
word is found on a coin of Vanihran IV. (Kirman Shah), and it is 
arranged within the field of the piece after the same manner as the 
<sy?J» iu No. 30, just noticed ; the )*j being to tlio left of tho 
altar-flame, and the $£ appearing to tho right of that object. Tho 
word recurs on a medal 1 of tho succeeding monarch (Yezdcgird I.), 



' Ab tins coin is of considerable interest, both for the superiority of tho execu- 
tion of its dies and for the novelty ami unusual fulness of its legends, I transcribe 
tlio latter in modern Pclilvi, 

OnvKnsE. 






\*$G 1 3i*)^S* I ^i*-xj-6*»1 ! joj 



liona I vra-ip I nn^D«*7 I *:o 






Reverse. 



$S I 1^ 

Tho name of Yezdegird commences the circular iutra-marginal scroll, which 
continues, as above arranged, around the field; the word Alishi occupying the 
space immediately at the top of the piece, above the flame of the fire-altar. I 
have been careful in distinguishing in my mere servile transcript the It's nnd I/s, 
the former of which arc represented in the original by ^, which sign, it must be 

remembered, answers equally for the modern letter $ . The letter L 7 I use as the 
equivalent of the Sassanian J, . It will be seen that I adopt a different letter for 

the initial of the term (title ?) Latnashtari, as found on the reverse. I do bo 
strictly in accordance with the oulincs employed in my mcdallic text; but the 
letter in question may fairly be taken for an 7 . Of the other examples of tluR 
word I may note the following: 

British Museum Coin. One of Colonel llawlinsnn's duplicates. 

Generally j) may be accepted as the favourite reading, as the word is by no 

means of uncommon occurrence, though it is seldom perfectly expressed. It will 
be seen from this that I do not coincide in Mordhiianii*8 interpretation of Hasfachi. 
In the same manner I must explain that 1 have rendered the third letter of the 

Aiishi ^-^J — (ji , iu accordance with the form employed on the piece I am 

VOL. xiii. 2 L) 
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doing similarly placed ; ami, to complete the circle of evidence, I may 
note the inscription of the two isolated letters ju* in the same 
position, but unaccompanied by the concluding characters, on a smaller 
coin of the same sovereign. 1 

No. 32. )a = J". — I associate this mint-mark with the ancient 
abbreviation of Kernidn; tho characters which compose it duly cor- 
respond with tho opening letters of tho name of the province as 
expressed on the gem of Varahran Kerman Shah 

given by Ouseley as No. 3 of his " Medals and Gems.'' 3 

Wo meet with numerous introductory examples of the monogram 
on (he coins of this king, whose title, as we know, was derived from 

describing, though I nm by no means satisfied that the word is anything else than 

the common ^J^d-u, with its third and fourth letters joined, which, in eirect, 

would mako them into the single character which stands for <*4(1 \ however, the 

lower limbs of the characters j$ , if such they are, have been unduly elongated ; 
and A its hi must for the present be taken as the preferablo reading. 

1 I observe a further peculiarity in thm last coin, which I may as well take 
this opportunity of noticing. A practice- obtained in the mintages of the Sassauian 
monarchfl, from Sapor ZiTlaktnf to Yezdegird 1 1., of inscribing the word ^MjdJUJi 

in tin: parallelogram which forms the column of the altar. The word, however, 
varies considerably, both in completeness and accuracy of expression, on the 
different coinages, and on sonic of the better executed samples the inscribed letters 
seem to necessitate a variation iu the reading. The coin in question offers us a 

case in point, as the letters run ^j^/^i , iJJva> , ^Jva^cvJ . On M. de 

LongpCrier's coin, depicted as No. 2, PI. VII., tho characters engraved form the 

word *£\ . 

1 I would draw attention to the uniform use of i both as It and L in the 

legends on this gem ; tho same alphabetical sign doing duty for R in Puhuii, 
aud for L in jlfa/ka, &c. 

3 Quarto. London, lflOI. I venturo to differ from Ouseley in the transcrip- 
tion he adopts for the legend of this gem: I would suggest the following — 

nrawo 
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tho principality itself. Jn these wises tlio mint-mark occupies the 
position originally assigned to these records — tho space to the left 
of the altar-flame. Under Varaltriiti V. tho sign appears in the now 
fixed mint location, at the back of tho figure standing on tho right of 
the altar. Henceforth, this monogram is of common occurrence, until 
it merges into the more comprehensive expression of the full namo on 
the coins of the Arabs, given under e, Plate I. 

No. 33. *rG = Lo .-—It has been attempted to fix this mint- 
mark as applying to the town of Madain, the capital of tho Kliusrus ; 
but horo again I must object to the orthography, as tho name of this 
city is invariably written in Tabari, &c. jj\^C*, with the short 
vowel ft, and not with the long one, as would be necessary to make it 
accord with the monogram now before us. 

Tho monogram itself is of rare occurrence, being seen only on the 
coins of Firoz. 

No. 34. )-€ — w* . — I do not think I can well err in assigning 
this most common monogram to the city of Merv. From the time of 
Kobad tho sign appears with regular uniformity, modified slightly in 
tho outlines of its component letters, until we find it amplified into 
the complete form it assumes under the Arabs. (Sec m, Plate I.) 

No. 35. Jail ~ Xi <>r ^aj . — 1 give the preference to the 

modern transcription first iu order, because I have not met with 
any oxample of this monogram that assures me positively that the 
second letter is designed for an & . The mint-mark is not of very 
ancient date, as far as tho extant coins show us, inasmuch as its 
earliest appearance is on a medal of Hormuzdas IV. It subsequently 
becomes common enough. 

No. 36. ju| = ^3 . — This also is a monogram of later date, and 
is introduced to us only by the coins of KIiuhiu II. It seems to 
have continued in currency during the early part of the Arab rule. 

Dr. Mordtmann has proposed as one of the readings for a mono- 
gram he reads as *j the name of the city of Nchawend iXjJaj, 1 the 

1 Abulfcda, 4C|M * 

2 D 2 
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scene of the great Arab victory over the Persian hosts. I do not see 
any obvious objection to the identification ns applied to the mint 
now before us, an assignment which is, to a certain extent, supported 
by t-bo numismatic evidence, and is clearly preferable to the alter- 
native suggested by tho same author of iWAtshivan. 

No. 37. 4ij = (J or jyj is uimpio on a coin of Khusru II., of 
tho year 30. 

No. 38. ^| = :. — The monogram £J is met with as early 
as the reign of JPiroz; is frequent on the coins of Khusrti I., Jlor- 
muzdasl V., and Khusru 11. , extending well into tho Arab period; and 
is finally used on tho money of Ziad biu Abu Sofian, under the 
dates 52 and 53 a.h. 1 



No. 39. -^O) = x>3 . — This mint-mark dates only from Khusru 
I. : it is of common occurrence, and the reading, so far as it goes, 
seems pretty well assured. I have not met with tho* sign on any 
proved Arab coin. 

No. 40. -u| = *j.« — This is one of tho earlier mint indices of 
tho series, being introduced ou a coin of Yozdegird F. It is common 
up to tho timo of Khusru I., after which it i6 entirely lost sight of. 
There is a degrco of suspicion in this fact, taken in connexion with 
the initiatory appcarauco of the similar, and possibly identical, sign, 
No. 3<>, on tho coins of later date, when wo call to mind that in many 
instances tho old 2 =f * became tho L — j * 11 tne more modern 
writing which preceded tho Arab conquest. 8 In this ease, we must 
abandon tho identification of Nahavend, suggested for* No. 30, which, 
under tho amended reading, would stand for g^ instead of aJ • 

1 Vol. XII. p. 200, and fig. of PL II. See also " Lo Genie do l'Orient." 
Druxellesy 1841). 

• See also, Longperier, VIII. 5. Wilson, Ar. Ant. XVI. 5. 

• Vol. XII. 270. I am bound, however, to state that my best evidence of 
the use of L for - is in its employment as the initial in ^^4 . If it be 

allowable to read this initial as £J , and transcribe tho date in modem letters 

as i21aa»aji , the argument above will be considerably shaken. 
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No. 41. Jy-u -- -J *jb • — The monogram figured under No. 41 
is incomplete in its outline, and I have no .second example whereby 
to supply its imperfections. The original now cited occurs on a coin 
of Kobad, in the British Museum. 

No. 42. $£$ ~ Jvj Yczd. — I am not thoroughly satisfied 
with this interpretation, though I havo but little to urge against it, 
and certainly have no better reading to propose. My difficulties on 
this head have been already stated at large (Vol. XII. pp. 281, 325). ! 
1 have placed the facsimiles now cited among the Imperial Sassanian 
Mints, because they occur on coins bearing the name of Yezdegird II.; 
but, properly speaking, they should — in virtue of the jJJl ^j which 
is emblazoned on the margin of the pieces — be classed in the list of 
the Arab mints, as 1 havo discovered no distinct instance of their 
employment on the money of the earlier Sassauiau mouarchs. 

No. 43. y == i • r*. ' 3 1 *' ^ c * — ^ n,s 8I S U ^ ir8 ^ ,njl ^ cs ! ^ 8 Jl PI ,car " 
ance, iu the form given under No. 43, on a coin of Khusru 1. Two 
examples undor this reign, and ono from a B'ismillah coin, of the 
year 35, 3 aro all I am able to quote of this monogram. 

No. 44. — The monogram which concludes the list of Sassanian 
mints is met with only on a class of Imperial lire-worship coins, 
whoso nominal legends are couched cither in a very unusual form of 
Pehlvi or some kindred modification of tho alphabet, to which we 
have not as yet acquired the key; and tho mint-record is expressed 
apparently in a similar form of characters. 

Tho Pehlvi word f*)£\y , though curiously fashioned, is legible 

enough; and an analogous marginal inscription on the obverse may 

bo represented in modem characters hyys-vJj* or, as other coins give 

it, po^-f)*. 

1 These doubts do not now extend to the accuracy of tlic transcription of the 
fourth letter of tho name of Yezdegird II. as ) = 11, which is satisfactorily 
confirmed both by new examples and variants in the alphabetical style. 

* Vol. XII. p. 2«2. 
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^ t Busrali 



? 



-iy- 



Khubus 



y>fy 



^1 _^V^ a Khorusau 
Kcrnutii 



) 



jy-£ = °jj , Morv 

)foyy-£ = °c»«ni « Morvalrud 



^^ = Ci3b/- 



-«- 









Balkh 



lyttftg^Lft-J* = °(jj>'-*H>**' Sejiatdn 



Jo) 41 



«» 






^ Herat 
? 
? 



This lost is a now mint, which I havo only latoly met with on a 
coin of Obeidullak bin Ziad, dated apparently 58 a.ii. 

I havo previously (XII. 326) vontured, somewhat in defiance of 
obvious readings, to suggest that tho mint names classed under 
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Nos. 00, 61, and 02, in tho above detail, were referable to the city 
of Balkh; the subjoined extracts tend so much to confirm my first 
impression, tliat I Itavo now definitively adopted the identification/ 
at which Hydo had already arrived, by a different process of 
induction. 2 

<7*^»>* (jH*^ *^>? »«xJuiJl C**J> V>^U^ ifS <Sj\ **j£ 






b^>^ ^W' ^ Cmn\ (jiJl ^al to- Cu^iij) *jyZ~* &\ tsttfy* 

^1 »->/*-« ^ «Xa)oLL* +y»y<i ScSXJCsj'1 ^l aUj \)jQ*» ^ 

MS. Ferhang-i-Jehangiri. ilX^wJLsrlj.M 

1 It may be objected, that I have elsewhere (Mint, No. 4) proposed the 
ancient f* as the equivalent of the second letter in the modem transcription of 
J&\ , and that I now adopt the Felilvi /j as the representative of that character; 
but I should claim the option on the ground of provincial variations, had I not 
already medallic authority for the absolute commutability of the two Pehlvi 
letters. See Colonel Rawlinsou's coin, quoted under Mint II. 

7 Rclig, Vet Tors., p. 524 (Edit. 17G0). 
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The first number of the " Zeitschrift tier Dcutschctt morgenlundischcu 
Gescllschaft" of 1850 publishes a series of letters from Dr. Mordt- 
maun, addressed to Professor Olsliauseu of Kiel, on tho subject of 
Sassaniau Coins. As tho major part of Dr. Mordtmann'a investiga- 
tions refer to tho Sassanian proper, or Imperial, series, 1 do not 
propose to enter, in this place, into any general examination of tho 
points touched upon by him ; but 1 feel myself bound to notice his 
laudable endeavours to illustrate tho very diilicult quostion of tho 
identification of certain Sassanian mints. 

I avoid reproducing Dr. M.'s facsimiles, which in many cases aro 
decidedly faulty, and content myself with quoting his entire list, by 
attaching tho numbers corresponding with similar outlines figured in 
tho accompanying Plate (No. I.) to a reprint of his detail of inter- 
pretations. 

Dn. Mordtmann's List (p. 93, loco cit.). 



No. 19. Pars. 

„ 2!). Si Stan, 
[not met with] Ad crbcigan. 

No. 3:). Ma da (Medien). 

„ HI. Ma x endcran. 

„ 8. Su sa. 

„ 9. Sind. 

„ 21. Ker man. 
[not met with] Zab lestaii. 

No. 16. Zer cmlsh. 

„ 21. Zad riaspn. 



No. 39. Nishach pur. 
„ 40. Nach tshivaii odcr Neh avend, 
„ 27. St nehr. 
„ 20. A^irkma odcr ATadesia. 
„ 14. Babylon? 

iuu Ninive? 

„ 29. Kabul. 

g^ ? ? 

,, 11. Achm utana = Ecbatana. 

„ 30. Jezd. 



As I have already given my own tcntativo readings in detail, I 
will not hero recapitulate my diflercuccs with Dr. Mordtmaun, but 
simply confess, with but little satisfaction to myself, to tho validity 
of the following summary, which sets forth tho stato of tho caso 
between us. 

1. I disagree altogether in tho interpretation proposed for Nos. 
14, 29, 38, and \W 

2. I do not object to tho reading, but am not convinced of the 
applicability of tho identification suggested for Nos. 19, 33, 27, 
and 11. 

3. I do not read the given letters in tho same manner as Dr. M. 
in Nos. 34, 8, 9, 1G, 24, 39, 40, 20. In 21, the facsimile inserted in 
the text is apparently an error for 32, which last unquestionably 



represents the letters )a = S 



Jan crj 
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As I havo pointed out, without reserve, my objections to many 
of Dr. Mordtinamrs interpretations of mint monograms, I am glad 
to have it in my power to quote, with general acquiescence in its 
tenor, the passage wherein my fellow-labourer rectifies M. do Long- 
pcricr's orroneous attribution of several medals of the Sassaniau 
Monarchs. 

Though this, like much I have avoided referring to, does not 
directly concern my present purpose, yet a just correction of so much 
faulty Pohlvi reading cannot fail to be valuable to all who would 
study the earlier suite of Persian medals as introductory to a know- 
ledge of the later scries, inscribed with but little inodilied legends 
in a similar tongue. 

"Ferner kann ich llincii bci Longperier folgcndc Irrthumcr, bcz. 
Zusatzc, nachweiscn : 

"PI. VII. Nr. 2 ist niclit Artaxcrxcs II., sondcrn Jozdigird I. 
Die Umschrift auf dem Avers ist : 

Mazdaiasn bag Kastachi Jezdkerti Malkan Malka. 
Das Wort Rastachi ist mir unbekaunt, wio ich bcrcits oben 
crwabnt habe. Dagcgcn frcut cs mich, aus dem Text (Vor- 
rcde S. II. Anin. 3) zu erfahrcn, dass II r. Tychsen den Namcii 
Jezdkerti schon ganz so gefunden hat, wio ich : ein Zusammen- 
treffen, welches die llichtigkeit unserer Ansicht gcgen Long- 
pcrier wohl sichcr stcllt. 

"PI. VII. Nr. 3 ist ebcnfalls ein Jezdigird I. 

"PI. VIII. Nr. 3 u. 4 sind nicht Jezdigird I., sondcrn Jozdigird 

II. 
"PL X. Nr. 1 ist ein Kubad vom J. 12. 

"PI. X. Nr. 3 ist kein Dshamasp, sondcrn ein Kubad. Die 
Aufschrift auf der Vorderscito ist Kawat «/[zud]. Dio Miinzo 
ist aus Ispahan, vom J. 1 8. 

"PL X. Nr. 4. Die Umschrift auf der Kchrscito hciaut voilstandig: 

links Chusrub. 2'shdar sL Chosrocs 34. 

rechts Iran. Afzud dire/ah. Persicn. Es lebo das Itcichspaiiier. 
"PL X, Nr. 5 ist ein Chosroes 1. vom J. 2G, aus Susa. 
" PL XI. Nr. 2 enthiilt ganz dcutlich dio aramiiischo Zahl cins 

TIN mit dem Finalstrich. [This is j)^* ten.] 
"Hinsichtlieh PL XL Nr. 3 bchaltc ich mir vor, in Wicn, wo 

sich das Original belindit, die vollstiindige Doutung der 

Lcgcuden zu Tcrsuchen. 
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COINS. 



Among some duplicate Sassanian coins that have been loft in this 
country by Colonel RawJinaon, I notice one bearing tlie name of 
Ziild bin Abu Soli an, which purports to have boon minted at Beiza, 
in the year 56 x.n. Historical evidence iucontestably proves that 
Ziad died in Ilamzan, ah. 53; so that the piece in question must 
havo bcou struck, aud in like manner the reverse die, used in its 
coinage 1 , must havo been prepared, somo thrco years subsequent to 
his decease This is uot by any means the first posthumous coin of 
this governor I havo had to quote; indeed, Nos. 5 and 6 (p. 228, 
XII.) commence an independent scries (a.h. 64 and 6;>), of which the 
present medal furnishes, for the timo being, tho completion. 

I do not look upon tho appearance of posthumous coins as con- 
stituting any roal difficulty in these inquiries, though I warned my 
readers from tho very first (p. 257, XII.) not to roly too much upon 
any later datos that woro at all opposed to other testimony. Tho 
practice of putting forth these continuations of an established coinage 
undoubtedly detracts materially from the complete value of coins as 
evidences to dates; but when known, aud regarded with due caution, 
it should bo but little liable to mislead. 

No. I. PI. I. (No. 65, PI. III. fig. XVI. previous Bcrics, Vol. XII. p. 317 
Journal Royal Asiatic Society). Silver. Mr. Bardoe Elliot. 

2 





-JSA a j^ *♦«. 62. 

, j Busrah ? 



1 It would be a curious subject of inquiry to ascertain whether the obverse die 
was renewed on these occasions. 

* It lias been suggested that this monogram should bo interpreted as 
"V$ Jd = fv*«> Silver* Apart from the dclicicncy of the requisite letters in tho 
original, I note the sorious objection to the rcudering proposed, in tho fact that 
the monogram in questiou is used on the copper coinage. 
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I quote this coin as af lording in its well-preserved legend a satis- 
factory confirmation of tho reading formerly proposed for tlic only 
fellow-example of the money of this governor yet published. I am, 
however, still unablo to offer any further historical information calcu- 
lated to throw light upon tho identity of tho person here named as 
Abdolrahman-i-Zcid. 



No. II. PI. I. (variant of No. 53, PI. III. fig. XV. previous scries, Vol. XII. 
p. 310). Silver. Weight, 43 gr. My Cabinet. 

rxj / •• * * 

WWW) (^Jj-X-Jjjlj 

Marg. 2$\\ ^ j 



Riv. Left. • x \Yn)03^ ^ — f^-> » sg* 53 a. it. 

Right. ju^ |j Darabgcnl. 



No. II. a, A second unpublished specimen of this mintage, lately 
purchased for tho British Museum, bears date 

Darabgerd -H/gJCJOf = *Ls^> *-** ^ ° 7 AJI * 



No. 2 (variant of No. 30, PI. II. fig. VI. previous series, Vol. XII. p. 302). 
Silver. The Asiatic Society of Bengal. Unique. 



Obv. 






Marg. *HJ 



<**- 



Rrv. Left. f^^^QW vJ,:»*» & ;f— *-J cs *•"«• 
Right. Ai)gj «j *a i Busrali. 

I havo previously given a coin of Aumar-i-Obcidallah, struck in 
this same year in Kcrman. 

Tho class of coins of which No. II. is a specimen have hitherto 
been but imperfectly described, an, when I published tho notice of tho 
four pieces grouped under No. XV. Plato III. Vol. XII. of this 
Journal, I felt some hesitation in pronouncing them, what in effect 
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they prove to bo, anonymous coins, impressed with tho ordinary 
titular designations appertaining to tho dignity, but wauting in the 
identificatory name of tho ruling Khalif. Tho previously made known 
examples, together with those 1 am now ablo to cite, furnish tho 
following list: — 

1. No. II., above described Durabgerd, a.m. 53 1 

2. No. XV. (previous aeries) „ a.ii. 64 >Moaviah. 

3. Second specimen above quoted ... „ a.ii. 57/ 

4. Nob. XV/ a , XV/ 4 , p. 310, Vol. XII. f*3* a.ii. 03 Vczfd. 

xt vwi ,... ir A . ..,.( Abdallah-biu- 

5. No. XV/ 3 . ditto Kermaiisir, a.ii. OOj ^obeir 

To complete tho sorics, and bring under one view all coins bearing 
collateral legends, as well as to prove tho legitimacy of tho interpre- 
tation proposed, I would also cite tho introductory coin of Moaviah, 
No. 52, j). 31G, Vol. XII., and refer to tho concluding specimen of 
this mixed series entered bolow under No. IV. These two coins will 
bo ^^\\ to vary from tho anonymous piecos, only so far as in exhibit- 
ing tho proper namo of the Khalif at tho commencement of tho legend, 
in liou of the goneral term Abdallah, which was elsewhere much used 
as a leading prefix, 1 and was common to all as assumed " sorvants of 
God." 

Tho legends of these medals afford further subject for remark, in 
tho expression of the title of tho Khalif, which is seen to bo Amir of 
tho Koroish, and not Ainir-ul-Muomunin, or "Commander of tho 
Faithful/' as is ailirmed by written history to havo been tho form 
ollicially adopted by Omar. 8 Tho torm , . yJLo Al r K*\ does not 
occur on the coinage? of tho Khalifs until tho ago of Al Mansiir, 
a.ii. 130 — 158. 

Having now assembled under a separate heading all the medals of 
this class, 1 would take this opportunity of adverting to a philological 
question that arises out of a comparison of the tenor of their legends. 
It will bo obsorvod that Nos. 52, 53 (old series), Nos. II. and II. a 

1 Ockley, I. pp. 174, 321, &o. : " From tho servant of God, Omar," Ac. 

Tabari, MS. (jjViS 
-Uyi jix^ ^jj\ *\H <Xxc ^jj\ AMI tXxr ^yc * * 

bchaiki, MS. rfll^L f ^UJj 

* Ockley, I. p. 121: " Omar being the first that ever was culled by that title." 
Sec also D*llerbelot, in voce Omar. 



1'EIIIjVI COINS, OEMS, ETC. 411 

(now quoted), as well ns a coin ]>u1>1i^1umI by Mordtmaun (p. 01, I. c), 
all of which arc the produce of the Darabgerd mint, express the con- 
necting particle forming the genitive, which follows the word Amir, 
and precedes the name of the tribe, by the Pelilvi letters )j = \ 
which combination I suppose to be identical in uso with tho same 
particle as it occurs in the Apcstan-?e£-Yezdan of the gems. Whereas 
iu tho coins numbered 54, f>5, XV/ n , and XXIV., old scries (tho 
latter of which is reproduced as No. IV. of tho present list), which 
issued from the various mints designated by tho monograms 27, g, k, 
and 9, PL I., we find the ordinary sigu of the genitive $ = iS 
prefixed to the term Korcish, which is itself so far modified from its 
orthography in tho other examples as to rcquiro a separate initial 

The coutrast then stands as follows : 

Djirrtbgcrd Wt^^l 

Other mints Y°VI' J 0^'P 

Whether tho indications now noticed evidence any dialectic dif- 
ference as existing on the sites whence the variations emanated, is a 
point which may fairly arise, supposing my deductions from the 
materials available are just. I must, however, admit to myself that 
the position I have suggestod is sulliciciitly hazardous, inasmuch as 
tho Ul I assumo to bo a separate particle may possibly prove to be a 
mere inapt effort of the Persian artizans to express, in their own 
imperfect alphabet, the Arab articulation of o U1 i£*f y> • And 
equally the local use of the & , especially if it be an addition as 
opposed to a substitution, may merely indicate a system of omission, 
intentional or otherwise, on the part of tho moncycrs of Danibgord — 
an omission, I must add, I find not infrequent in the money of Ziiid 
bin Abu Sofijin. 



o B v. i »rr 



No. III. PI. I. Unpublished. Silver. Mr. Bnrdoc Elliot. Unique. 

Marg. *Mt f€XMk j 

Rev. Left. f**J(j fj UL*_£ % * A »- CJ 7- 

Right. J^M \ f tf> Herdt. 
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I identify the Governor, whoso iiamo is impressed upon ilio abovo 
coin, as Mohammad* tho son of Abdallah bin Ildzim, of whoso appoint- 
ment Tabari affords us the following confirmatory details : — 

«\+j£l* ^.r *a-«1 tarl 1^J^y=*- j^**. u** * ** *>*»* is$ $ *x3^j^l 
{•_? *) 3 CIsSj&j jtJ^rJ^j ^•j*»\y>> *$ 3 «X^ 3^ jLi ^l ^ jiU 

Ac. 4X34)^1 
Extracted from an Indian MS. Tabari, in the possession of Sir H. M. Elliot. 

In tho Royal Asiatic Society's MS., No. 99, the passage varies, as 
follows: — 

*XjXzL jj+j i^j *&*y* *^ \y*y* J**i fJ^ CJ^ *HnX*x ^ 

Las? I [j^ 2 * r**V 3 ilxil (•>L*A»|j a * j 4 ^ 15^"^* ^ irHr*" ^ 
Ac. iXSiX^I *i^£j £ j'y=* *f «\^ }\*» (jj^$ j V^ ^^°' L*lr* ^J 



No. IV. PI. I. (No. 65, PI. III. fig. xxiv., previous aeries). Silver. Weight, 
74*5 gr. Dritish Museum. Unique. 



Onv. 



w 






Mm k- MfW-^IP *Ml 



f*w- 



Ukv. Left ffc^ f* £J [,*>.** ?] Clil-A-JL-Jt) ^w ^H. 73. 

Right. ^yj ^^ ^ Mint, No. il. 

Tliia coin possesses an additional interest in the fact of its being tho only 0110 
in the entire series of Arnbico-Pehlvi money that presents ns with the name of 
Mohammad; indeed, it affords, probably, the single extant monument of the 
expression of the designation of the Arabian Prophet in the Pehlvi character, as 
well ns offering one of the earliest instances of its then infrequent use as a com- 
iiiumorative appellation. 
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In describing this coin on a previous occasion (p. 319, Vol. XII.), 
I transcribed the legends precisely as I propose to do at present. 1 
was not, however, at that moment so confident in my decipherment 
as to venture to plaeo it among my other proven readings. My cause 
of doubt arose chiefiy from the fact of the existence of one unquestion- 
able coin of Ahdalmalik, which displayed not only a varying ortho- 
graphy in the leading name, but whose affiliating legend continued in 
a totally different style from that observable on the pieco under 
review. In the one caso (No. 45, p. 312, XII.), the nominal formuhc 
ran 



Abd£imah'k-i- ( ^ V "^ VtJf 
MerwAnrfii. I yuyuy-v 



while in the other instance it was necessary to reconcile the appro- 
priation, to the same ownership, of the following strikingly contrasted 
legend : 

Al>cl«lmalfk Amir- 1 OiJ* ^^OfY 

i-Unifsliufkaii. I Y")3\~\)3y) 3 

My late investigations into the history of the coinage of this 
period have, as I have before remarked, led me to expect a much 
lower degree of either orthographical exactitude or general uniformity 
of stylo in the adaptation of Arab names ami titles than I was at ono 
time prepared to demand ; and as the determination of one portion of 
the subject naturally contributes to the elucidation of the remainder, 
the definite appropriation of this coin to the ruling Khalif is almost 
necessitated in itself by the assignment lately made of the class of 
money detailed under No. IT. 



Among subsequent contributions to the general scries, I must not 
omit to quote a coin of Hcjaj bin Yusaf, now in the British Museum, 
dated Beiza, a.h. 78. The annual date is slightly imperfect in the 
concluding portion, but is otherwise quite satisfactory in its import, 
retaining in full legibility the letters P-uf*4Vf*«jV}.u 

The obverse die differs in its details from the original used in the 
coinage of No. 47 (p. 314, XII.), which piece was issued from the 
same mint in the succeeding year, inasmuch as it reproduces the 
entire Arabic legend which occurs on the margins of the coins of 
t •"- iy* instead of the shorter invocation of jJJl j^j. 
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SASSANIAN GEMS. 

1 liavo but fow observations wherowith to preface my catalogue of 
gems. 

In detailing the brief descriptions of the devices peculiar to each, 
in their serial order, I have thought it might be useful to append a 
modern Pchlvi transcript 1 of the legends, whoso facsimiles appear in 
Plato II. 

Although I pretend to a very limited knowledge of tho language- 
itself, I trust that oven a mere mechanical reproduction of tho ancient 
writing, in a defined and uniform typo, may aid thoso whose eyes are 
less accustomed to the vagaries of Sassanian seal-engravers, than mine 
have necessarily become. 

My second, or printed list of legends, has been taken de novo from 
the original monuments, which have served in some cases to correct 
errors and ommissions in the previously completed anastatic copy. 

The majority of tho gems or seals, — for to tho latter class do they 
moro correctly pertain, — seem to belong to tho Sassanian period of 
Persian history. Some of those, whoso devices are distinguished by tho 
use of the Parthian cap, and an old style of writing, I should bo dis- 
posed to rofor to a very early epoch in the domination of tho race of 
Adeshir Babek, if not to a date even prior to tho empire founded by 
that individual ; but, generally speaking, the form of tho characters of 
tho legend will afford tho safest basis for a determination of tho rela- 
tive era, duo regard being always had for what must be considered 
local or provincial peculiarities in tho fashion of the letters, <fcc. 

Tho more modem specimens, such as Nos. 03, 74, 75, 70, 77, 83, &e., 

A 

1 I have generally distinguished the J = j and J) = ^ by their modern 

Pchlvi diacritical points, as the repetition of the unmarked £ , which in its normal 
form answored for d, o, and b, &c , tended to complicate rather than simplify the 
reading. 

I have also taken a liberty with my type of making use of jj, properly • , to 
mark the ju = £> as discriminated from M — \ , for had I followed the modern 
Parsi practice of employing one character to represent tho two diverse sounds, I 
should have left my transcript less legible than the originals, for whose elucidation 
it was intended. 

For the distinction between the \ = ^ , and ) = /. j , I have been 

obliged to rely upon the Persian type, and tho obvious difference in the fac- 
similes. 
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may, I think, be adjudged to a much more recent period, and one con- 
siderably subsequent to the date of the Arab conquest. 

In regard to the arrangement adopted in the classification of these 
objects, as I did not venture to rely conclusively on any epochal dis- 
tribution founded on the form of the character, and had still less 
reason to trust my own most imperfect efforts at linguistic interpreta- 
tion, I was forced to adopt the only remaining resource, ami to group 
theso relics after the devices they chanced to hold in common. 

No. L — Large lapis-lazuli gem. Stcuart Collection, British Museum, 
No. G jf 23. 1 

Device. — Bust of a man, facing to the right; head surmounted 
by the Parthian tiara, behind which aro seen the regal 
fdlets: the hair is arranged in formally-twisted plaits; the 
beard also seems to have been curled after the ancient manner, 
though it is short in comparison to those of Aclionnenian's : 
a large globular car-ring depends from the car. 

1 Where not otherwise specified, the gems in this lint arc to he understood as 
belonging to our national Museum. 

I append a notice of the three interesting gouts published by Ouseley, in 1803. 

A. — Bust of prince to the right; head-dress and general appearance very similar 
to the figure described under No. 1 above. 

Legend — Already quoted, under Mint No. 32, supra. 

B.~ Bust, with profile to the right ; the hair is arranged in close curls over the 
entire skull, but depends behind in plaited twists; the whisker is also 
plaited, while the beard itself is uncurled; an ear-ring and necklace adorn 
the figure. 

Legend.— f)£)«J(Jf*4 ^S\^^S JJ)i-A*|*' See also gem 7<>. 

('.-Bust to the right, bearded; the luiir smooth, nud in short curls round the 
temples and back of the head. 

* I am doubtful whether the 12th letter above should not be rendered Q> 
instead of jj . 

VOL. XIII. :> K 
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No. 2. Device. — CoarscIy-oxecule<l bust ami profile, to the right, 
with Parthian cap; the hair is in straight plaits; tho board 
is short nn<l uncurled. 

Legend.— Jf*yu ^^jaju) 

No. 3. Device. — Bust to tho right, face in profllo, with Parthian tiara 
and fillets; tho heard is short, and tho hair slightly curled 
nt tho back of the neck; below the breast and around tho 
shoulders appear objects that elsewhere are seen to be wings. 

Legend. — Q(*3>uQroy 

No. 4. Device. — Bust of a male, to tho right; tho head is uncovered, 
but tho hair is arranged in close short curls around tho fore- 
head and hack of the neck; the beard is moderately long 
and pointed; tho car-ring and a close-fitting plain dress 
complete the picture. 

Legend.- w|ta )(*^jj^yj 

No. 5. Device. — Nearly similar to No. 4, with tho exception of the 
heard ami car-ring, which arc wanting. 

Legend.— j o^fy jq y^ 

No. 6. Device. — Bust, with close cap and fillets; tho hair is curled 
in ringlets at tho back; the beard is short; oar-rings, &c. 
Three stars are seen on tho front of tho breast. 

Legend. (y\"f»||KStl* a €*^ *&(*£ 

No. 7. Device. — Head similar to tho last, with tho oxception of tho 
back-hair, — which is in close circular curls, — and tho thrco 
stars, — which aro replaced by a single star and a crescent in 
the field, located respectively on di Heron t sides of tho figure. 

Legend.— l jjify\)fUwG 

1 I question whether the final .mil penultimate letters in this legend, an 
well as those to be seen in n similar position in an aualogoun word on No. iltl y 



rEHLVI COINS, OEMS, ETC. 417 

No. 8. Device. — A female host, nearly identical with that engraved 
under No. 12, PI. III., with the exception of the haiidn and 
arms, which arc here altogether omitted; a flower is seen 
above the front of the head, attached, as it were, to the 
circlet of the fillet. 

Legend.— j^Q*)j ^fojip )\tfj 
No. i). Device. — Sec engraving, PI. III. 



Legend.— U(jj||j1^ 3$j) 3\t*G\» 

No. 10. Device. — Sec engraving, PI. III. 

Legend. — jpo*f*.*0 $S ^(^f 9 ^ 

No. 11. Device. — Coarsely-executed bust, similar to No. 0. 
Legend (imperfect). — glf*^ ^JP^fj) 

ought not to bo rendered as the single vowel •«• I have met with several 

apparent instances of what I should term the duplication of two final j = «'« 

supplying the place of an ju , and, as in the caso of the ja , we have found the 
optional modification of the normal form of the letter into a character nearly 
similarly outlined to that now under notice (Khuhua, PI. I. c, and Vol. XII. 
pp. 320, 342, 343, PI. III. 9, 10). 

So we may fairly admit the applicability of a parallel system to a letter pos- 
sessing so many analogous* details as the jj evinces in common with the 35 . 

T imagine I detect an occasional difference hctwecn the open forms of the two 
letters, such as would accord directly with the originals of each, in the lower 
corners of the ai being kept at a more direct angle than was requisite to form 

the more inclined lines of ^ ; but, us we have seen in the case of the prototypes 
themselves, it will not do to rely upon these apparent indications. 

In gems Nos. G and 40 I have adopted the ■*» in my transcription of a nearly 
identical character, and I should propose a like reading for the doubtful letters in 
Nos. 31 and 30. 

1 See Gem 35. 

2 E 2 
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No. 12. Device. — See engraving, PI. III. 

Legend.— **\\ )\f -£j<} \\Q $$ \t*Jj 

Inner Circle. — a-V^jj^ •V.av 

No. 13. Device. — See engraving, PI. III. 
Legend. — A>*jtf4AJj£tt 

No. 14. Device. — Bust, to tlio right; the hair is arranged in small 
close curls over the whole of tho upper part of the head, 
and formed into a largo knot at tho hack; thin heard, 
ear-ring, and supporting wings, as described under No. «J : 
to the right of the gem is seen tho Trupicta — a symbol 
which forms the leading device on tho reverses of certain 
Sub-Parthian coins. 

Legend. — j^ju)j 

No. 15. Device. — Imperfectly-designed bust; tho hair is in close 
curls; no pcroeptiblo beard. 

Legend.— \y$$)$ |£j0 

f^lo. 10. Device. — Bust, coarsely executed ; tho hair is arranged like 
a close skull-cap; the beard is long, and apparently 
pointed. 

Legend. — ju^jj )j y*f*-**ij JJ^Sf"^ 

No. 17, Device. — See engraving, PI. 111. 
Legend.— (s?jjj^| 



1 Nannia of the Itido-Scythian couih, (Artemis, Aphrodite,) the tutelary god- 
dess of Armenia; Bthf Niini of tho Indian Moslems, Arc. Seo Jour. As. Soe. 
fteng., III. 44!>, V. 206; Arinna Autiqua, 362; II. Maccabees, i. 18. 

* *Li Sh6h f is written *M(} ~- *JZ on OuscleyVi R«ni, No. 3. 
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No. 18. Device. — A well-designed beardless head; the hair is closely 
smoothed down over the upper part of the head, and is 
encircled by a band, below which are arranged a row of 
close curls, which arc doubled at the back of the neck; tho 
car-ring and the upper portion of a close-fitting tunic com- 
plete the figure, which is supported by half-extended wings. 

Legend.— yi^S*. )j yoposty 

No. 19. Device. — A gryphon. 1 See engraving, PI. III. 
Legend.— y»)j*j $$J\ J^J JftlSV 

No. 20. Device. — A gryphon. See engraving, PI. III. 
Legend.— fS* \ ff*-*0 3\t*0 

No. 21. Device. — The Assyrian bull. See Engraving, PI. ill. 
Legend. — ,}))£/ y^pdja 

No. 21 a. — I am anxious to call attention to the degraded type of the 
Assyrian hull, and the Arabic (Kufic) legend that encircles 
it, delineated in Plate III. as No. 21a. It is difficult to 
say in what precise light we ought to view tho indications 
afforded by the association of the emblem of that most 
ancient form of worship with tho sacred alphabet of the 
Koran — whether the mythological symbol is to bo accepted 
as indicating the continuance of popular reverence for its 
rites and ceremonies, or whether our Arab owner is merely 
to bo supposed to have adopted for his signct-dovico a 
picture pleasing to his fancy, without reference to its intent 
and meaning. Of the two, tho former interpretation seems 
to claim most favour. However, bo this as it may, our 

1 See Layard, II., p. 459. 

* The 8th and 15th letters in this legend are doubtful; the original may 
possibly stand for ^ = ^ or (J jr. • 



420 NOTES ON TUB 

gem proves most clearly that the remembrance and pictorial 
uao of tlio sacred emblem of Assyrian faith survived in the 
land till after the propagation of the crood of Mohammad, 
for it was with his solf-assumed mission only that the 
invention of tho Kufic character originated. 
The Legend itself seems to havo boen fairly defined in the first 
instance, and probably would havo been legible in its entire 
length, had not the gem received extensive injury on the 
o<lges whereon tho inscription is engraved. I read, how- 
ever, subject to correction, the following portion of tho 
scroll : — 



*X^-1 /^j.j 3>*x«v«l KuXas: 



No. 22. Device. — See engraving, PI. 111. 
Legend.— ^fs *» ^^V 

No. 23. Device. — A winged horse. 

Legend.— Mg ^Si ^ V^^U 

No. 24. Device. — A winged horse. 

No. 23. Device. — A winged horse. 
Legend.— Sja-wj}*] 

No. 20. Device. — A man on horseback. Seo ongraviug, PI. III. 
Legend.— OfG\0 tf$h 

No. 27. Device. — See engraving, PI. Hi. 
Legend.— y^)^^ _£P^ 

No. 28. Device. — A rude figure of a bear. 
Legend. — jto-u) 

1 A second specimen lias J& f* y* ' 
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No. 21). Device. —Sao engraving, PI. III. 
Legend. — 3*\\ M 

No. 30. Device. — A buffalo, &c. Sec engraving, PI. J II. 
Legend.— £u\q*jq $\\Tm 

No. 31. Device. — A humped bull. See engraving, PI. III. 
Lvgmd*—3)(*G^Qy*y»tfG 

No. 32. Device. — A humped bull. 
Leg en d.— w f**2>PJ 

No. 33. Device. — A lion, marchant. 

Legend. —y^M^Y*)^ ^S^tf <?.1*$»*G 

No. 34. Device. — A lion, couchanl. 

Legend. — f* ja ai) 

A second gem, bearing tho sanio device, has the legend 
Apastdn-ul- Yazddn. 

No. 35. Device. — The winged fore-quarters and head of a tiger. Sec 
engraving, PI. III. 

Legend. — ^}^4)^| ^f*.A5*) 

iSyKsCy&j CSV *»]j 

1 See also coin logcixta noticed p. ante; Wilson, Ar. Ant., PI. fig. 

• A portion of this legend is inserted in Hie plate after No. 7'*. 

3 I liavo transcribed this as ( # AjUL* > instead of t ^UIj w«> as I hnd 
that the Tehlvi word for men is lW^lfS^ [UJNOW1D]; Muller, Jour. 
Asiatique, torn VIII. p. 33*2. At the same time, I am aware that # vLj>^c 
must Iiave been in very ancient use, as it is noted among the favourite Sassanian 
names in the Mojmcl-al-tawa>ikh, Merddn Shah, &e. 

I would take this opuortunity of referring to the occurrence of ^fv"* oa 'he 
coins of VjIsu Ltfvn, No. 7&, previous scries. 
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No. 30. Device. — A full front tiger's head, below which appears h 
bullock's head of the same size : the foot of the device and 
lower scroll of the legend is filled iu with an objoct similar 
to that figured under No. 70, PI. Ii. and No. 70 a. PI. 111. 

Legend. — J *Vj) Jj) \\ fO J ii J)^>ai) 
No. 37. Device. — A full front tiger's head, coarsely executed. 

No. 38. Device. — An ibex, similar to No. 40. 

Legend.— \ji fj |*)M^-Q)lp pV j) f*JA*G 

No. 39. Device. — See engraving, PI. III. 
Lei/end. — J}}JjJ t6*S*Q*> 

No. 40. Device. — See engraving, PI. III. 
Legend.- *yt)\\fif(*H 

No. 41. Device. — An ibex, couchanl. 
Legend.— \p>yG)£> 

No. 42. Device. — A tiger's head, full front. 
Legend.— )jCH0lt) 

No. 43. Device. — A stag. See engraving, PI. II L 
Legend.— yf6»nj£j(* 3>\tfJ 

No. 44. Device. — Two scorpions. 
Legend.— Q\j)$$ 

No. 45. Device. — A scorpion. 
Legend.— ju^y^ 
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No. 4u\ Device. — A tiger, concha nt. 
Legend.— ^(j^^q^ 

No. 47. Device. — Sec engraving, PI. III. 

No. 48. Device. — Two birds. 

No. 4!). Device. — A bird on tlio wing. 
Legend. — ffc/^^J} 

No. 50. Device. — An exceedingly rude figure of a man standing 
erect, holding in the one hand a chaplct upraised, and in 
the other sin object not intelligibly defined. 

Legend. — JJ^4-*» or £^-** 

No. 51. Device.— An erect figure of a man, with both arms upraised. 
Legend.- ^j £^P£* ^£1^1) 

No. 52. Device. — An erect figure, apparently in the act of dancing; 
the left arm is elevated, and presents a (lower, while the 
right hand is depressed, and holds a circular object which 
may be designed for a chaplct. 

Legend.— j ftJS^t) "^ffjj | KJ 

No. 53. Device.— See engraving, PI. III. The Legend is expressed 
in a new variety of Pehlvi. 

No. 54. — Device. — Nearly similar to No. 53. 
Legend. — *o f^^-w J 

No. 55. Device. — A female figure, standing to the right, holding a 
flower. 

Legend. — ^ )juj 3 £33 

A second gem, with a similar figure, has Apestan-ul- Vazddn. 
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No. 50. Device. — A female figure, holding a llowor. 
Lgcnd ~ \& **•*#& jS?) 

No. 57. Device. — Sec engraving, PI. III. 

Legend.— m^ y&Si £\q w)f* 

No. 5H. Device. — Sco engraving. PI. III. 
Legend. — 3*3 ^ j^ju) 



No. 59. Device. — A male figure, seated and half reclining upon 
cushions; to whom a female, seated on a low stool or 
cushion, oilers a chaplct. 

Legend.— y^fs jjy *>03)*\ ^^MJtl*"^ 



o' 



No. CO. Device. — A single male iiguro, reclining ; the left arm rests 
upon cushions, while tho right hand holds up a circlet, 
from which depeud the broad [Sassanian] fillet-ends. 

Legend.— ^JJV^JJ^f* J*ju) 

No. CI. Device. — A hand. Seo engraving, PI. III. 
Legend. — JJV^"V -*o5j )j )*(OJtf£y 

No. 02. Device. — Sec engraving, PI. III. 
Legend.— j j* j \ fa £j> j f£jy 

No. 03. Device. — A six-pointed star and a crescent. 1 
Legend.— £^j ||^ ||f* -€!}«»-£ 

1 These symbols formed a very common device on the reverses of certain sub- 
Parthian or early Persian coins. The obverse bears the crowned head of the king, 
whose hair and beard aro elaborately plaited in close rows. The legends arc 
expressed in a debased style of Chald.-eo-Pchlvi writing. 

A second variety presents us with a man's figure on the reverse, in addition to 
the star and crescent. See Num. Cliron. Vol. XII. ; Wilson's Ar. Ant., PI. X V. 
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No. 04. Device. — Star and crescent. 

Legend. — ujjjjj jja \ $ qju 

There are several examples of modifications of these 
devices, bearing the common legend Apasldn-nl-Yaulnn. 
Of these I may note — An eight-rayed star and crescent, 
with a well-designed outline of a bee inserted in the inner 
circle of the latter. 

No. 05. Device.- -As outlined in 1*1. II. 
Legend.—) j^jq ) tfj$) ) $j 

No. GO. Device. — As outlined in PI. II. 
Legend.—- j> ja \ t)?$3 V O 

No. 07. Device. — As outlined in PL II. 
Legend. — JJ-XJJjAj*"* 

No. 08. Device. — As outlined in PI. II. 

Legend— *A)y»^Q ^SKJ)^ 1tJ3 Y&ShtU 

No. 09. Device. — As outline in PI. II. 

Legend— j^YuSu\^^)*\t**iS*»*>j*i^)f6 

No. 70. Device. — As outlined in PI. II. 1 

Legend. — )jujju)ji)j JiS)^ $S |Ju)i)j 

No. 70 a. Device. — Sec engraving, PI. III. 
Legend. — Apasldn-ul- YazdtUi . 

No. 71. Device. — A cross. See outline, PI. II.; and engraving, 
PI. III. 



Legend. — gi j jj*Q) fo jj ^ *t V 



1 There arc a jrreat variety of typeM of this device, as also miineroim Biihordinate 
modifications of No. (Jll, exhibiting the whole or portions of the standard Legend 
A pastdn-ul- Yazriti n. 
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No. 72. Device. — A peacock. 
Legend.— \\fifj 

No. 73. Device. — A singular, long-necked animal, possibly a panther. 

Legend.— \\)£{J 

Another specimen with an analogous legend bears the 
device of a stag ; a third has an ibex ; while a fourth 
example displays a rudely executed winged horse, with 
objects similar to those seen in the lower portions of the 
fields of Nos. 74, 75, respectively — placed above and below 
the animal. 

No. 74. Device. — Sec outline, PI. II. 
Legend.— )foJJ^j 

No. 75. Device. — Sco outline, PI. I J. 
Legend.— *JQ~JQ\HS$ 

No. 7G\ See outline, PI. II. 
Legend.-~{ 

fij 

No. 77. See outline, PI. II. 

No. 78. 1 (B.) Device. — A bust. 

Legend— Jjjll^jjp 

1 The gem from -whence the above legend is taken, was sent mo for iiibpcctioti 
by a friend, some years ago. My note-hook gives mo the writing, but I find I 
have omitted to keep a record of the device. 
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No. 79. (B.) Device.— A* figured, PI. II. 
Legend.— 0^^ ))y )jflj 

No. 80. (B.) Device. — A singular object, seemingly designed for a 
a flower. 

Legend. — ^ f*uf yis^u^ 

No. 81. l 

Legend— ^a»^)^^^^^q^ jy 

No. 82. (B.) Device. — Coarsely ox ecu tod hu*t of the king, to the 
riglit, wearing a modified form of the Parthian tiara. 

Legend.— -JQyuQ *y£ \uy-G KJ)^ 

No. 83. (B.) Device.— A lion. 

Legend.— V&H-VMjjQ^fj 

No. 84. Device. — A fonmlc figure reclining; the left arm rests on 
cushions, while the right supports a child, who holds out a 
a chaplet ornamented with three large flowers, and from 
which depend the ends of the Sassanian fillets. The hair 
of the head of the chief figure is arranged after the manner 
exhibited in No. 12, pi. III.; the hair of the child is plaited 
in a single tail, and is wanting in the bow or fillets which 
decorato the head of the larger figure. 

Legend.— jujl> | jj) j 1 \*t4£*y SJJ-G)** 2 

No 85. Gom in the possession of Lady Sale. 

Device. — Female figure standing to the left; the right hand is 
elevated, and the left arm supports an infant. 

Legend.— )3QJ}\£^# ^xfijifi* 

1 The gems marked B arc the property of \V. B. Barker, Esq. 

* My copy of this legend in PI. II. has been imperfectly drawn, having been 
taken from nn incomplete outline in my note-book. A re-examination of the 
original determines the initial letter to he ju ~ A , mid supplies what has been 
omitted in the Plate transcript. 
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MISCELLANEOUS GEMS. 
No. 8(5. Seo Device and Legend (retrograde), Plate III. 
No. 87. Device. — A bull. Seo engraving, Plate III. 

No. 88. Device. — A wcll-engravod figure of a cock, with a leaf in 
his beak. 
Legend (imperfect).— -jj p{j( J f*-wj lS"£* ^upf04i 

No. 89. Device. — A bird, with ox tended wings. 
Legend. — «Hy mCO^ 

No. 90. Device.— A finely-engraved figtiro of a caniel. 

r j C» .. ^ I I" comparatively 

Legend.-px^j^ { lllodoril character^ 

No. 91. Device.— A pea-hen. (1) 
Legend.- )H0<9fM) 

No. 92. A seal. 

Legend (in recent Pehlvi): — 

+ 

+ 
1 I must remind the reader that ^y+ , strictly *A, may be read at discretion 
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